
June 21, 2015

Welcome to the rebirth of The Beacon, a seasonal newsletter 
shining light on community events and the activities of our life 
together, as well as offering inspiration for spirituality and service. "

The Beacon will appear four times a year: summer, fall, winter and 
spring. Copies will be available at the church entryways and 
through limited mailings. If you miss getting a hard copy, you can 
always access it on line at our new parish website under “The 
Beacon Online” (saintmartinschagrinfalls.com)."

The reappearance of The Beacon is part and parcel of a surge in 
parish leadership at Saint Martin’s. In the fall of 2014 the vestry 
called The Reverend Dr. John A. Cerrato to serve among us as 
priest and congregational leader. In early winter the Annual 
Meeting elected an impressive cadre of new vestry members, gifted 
in their dedication and skill sets for ministry. Dr. Fredrick Wilson 
and Mr. John Meade became our wardens. Rick and John bring 
invaluable experience and a spirit of openness to their tasks."

The vestry is currently engaged in Short Term Planning, is leading 
the parish in a parochial and diocesan fundraising initiative 
Planting for Tomorrow, Growing in Faith Today and, in collaboration 
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The Beacon"
Saint Martin’s Newsletter, Summer 2015"
To pray the Prayer of Christ, to learn the Mind of Christ, to do the Deeds of Christ

Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church 
6295 Chagrin River Road       
Chagrin Falls Ohio 44022 

440.247.7406 
saintmartinschagrinfalls.com  

saintmartinschagrinfalls@gmail.com 

Holy Eucharist Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 8 am & 10 am 

Admin Office Hours 10 am-2 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Clergy Hours Saturday thru 
Thursday, by appointment is best 

Emergency Pastoral Care 24/7 

!
!
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with our bishop, has called John Cerrato to a three-year ministry as 
Priest-in-Charge. This alleviates the need for Saint Martin’s to 
undertake a rector search at this time, thus freeing up our time and 
energy for mission and ministry. The Planting for Tomorrow 
Campaign brings us into the mainstream of diocesan life, building 
on a vital cooperation with our bishop and his staff, as well as 
commits us to greater outreach in the Cleveland area. The main 
benefit to the parish is debt retirement from the rebuild years and 
garnering additional funds for ministry."

The vestry’s Short Term Planning is focusing on Congregational 
Development, Stewardship, Outreach and Parish Life. The 
purpose of our planning is to craft achievable, immediate goals we 
can reach in a way that will boost morale and create momentum. 
Congregational Development is church growth, replenishing our 
membership, deepening our programs and operations, creating 
new ministry initiatives. Stewardship is nurturing our financial and 
people resources, recruiting leadership and the care of the gifts 
God has given us, including our beautiful property and other 
assets. Outreach is widening our witness to the world at the levels 
of diocesan involvement, national participation and global mission. 
Parish Life is inreach, community building and fellowship and just 
plain old having fun together! "

It’s a new season in the life of Saint Martin’s. Come celebrate with 
us! We invite you to speak to our leaders about ways you might 
become more committed and involved. There is a new Spirit in our 
midst as we seek to lead and to serve together. It is truly our vision 
to pray the prayer of Christ, to learn the mind of Christ and to do 
the deeds of Christ in this place and time."
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Courage & Compassion" "
Courage and compassion are the two words that best 
characterize Saint Martin of Tours, our patron saint. Martin 
flourished in the fourth century when many changes were taking 
place in the Roman Empire. During his lifetime the world saw 
the first Christian emperor in Constantine the Great, the first 
Christian ecumenical councils, which gave us the Nicene Creed 
we pray each Sunday and the first great monasteries, houses of 
prayer that encouraged a deeper form of spirituality and service. 
Martin was significantly influenced by each of these."

Born in 316 in the land that is now Hungary, Martin became a 
soldier, then a priest and a bishop, and finally a saint. As bishop 
of Tours he always showed humility, devotion and dedication in 
the care of his people, especially of the poor and downtrodden. 
He died in 397, widely known as a servant-leader in Christ who 
lived courageously and acted compassionately."
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Priest-in-Charge Called"!
The wardens and vestry of Saint Martin’s 
Church announced in early June the 
calling of The Reverend Dr. John A. 
Cerrato as Priest-in-Charge of the parish 
for a three year period. At the suggestion 
of Bishop Mark Hollingsworth and in 
collaboration with The Reverend Canon 
Percy Grant of the Diocese of Ohio, John 
Cerrato’s title of Interim Rector has been 
changed to the title Priest-in-Charge. "!
This permits our community to focus on 
and work toward achieving ministry goals in the next several years, 
rather than spend time, effort and money conducting a rector 
search. The new title allows for the possibility that Dr. Cerrato 
might become the rector in the third year of his ministry, if priest 
and people mutually discern a call to that tenured position. His 
current responsibilities encompass those of a rector, with an eye to 
the discernment process that will happen in 2017. "!
John Cerrato began his ministry in Saint Martin's Church in 
October 2014. He has previously served in parishes in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Massachusetts. His ministry among 
us includes pastoral oversight, facilitating communication and 
organizational initiatives. He is a past rector and dean, as well as a 
teacher. He is the principal celebrant and often the preacher in our 
services of worship. He also sees his focus in our parish as 
Christian formation and education. He is an alum of Harvard and 
Oxford and is also a writer and retreat leader. He lives in the village 
of Chagrin Falls."
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Volunteer Staff                             
Alfred KanagaRaj, Service Leaflets 

Cheryl Gray, Parish Nurse 

Ministry Leadership                              

Judy Tremain, Altar Guild 

Karen Swan, Pastoral Care, The 
Daughters of the King 

Nancy McKinley, Parish Life 

Tim Schaaf, Stewardship 

John Meade, Property 

Colleen Downie, Finance 

Dave Simko & Dan Carter, Christian 
Formation 

Katie Clark, Church School & 
Children’s Ministry, Child Care 

Beth Tanner, Ushers 

Emily Gielink, Acolytes 

Elizabeth Hays, Women’s Christ 
Care Journeying Group 

Carolyn Downie, Communications 

John Meade & Alfred KanagaRaj, 
Men’s Bible Study Group 

First Communion"
Congratulations to the seven of our children who participated in 
our First Communion sessions this spring and were recognized 
on Sunday, June 7, as they were welcomed to the Table of the 
Lord.  They are Eric Morrison, Glen Davidson, Emma Davidson, 
Joshua Grace, Aidan Stephenson, Kate Stephenson and Sophia 
Stephenson. We wish them God’s blessing and grace in the 
months and years ahead.

VOCATION

SACRAMENT
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Achievable Goals"
The vestry of Saint Martin’s, strengthened 
and energized by a new spirit of unanimity 
and common purpose, has undertaken to 
articulate and promote a series of 
achievable goals in 2015 and 2016. In a 
planning process led primarily by Kris 
Gillespie, vestry attention is now focused 
on formulating immediate aims and tasks 
in the areas of Congregational 

Development, Outreach, Stewardship and Parish Life. APTs, 
Action Plan Teams, are meeting in June and early July to sketch out 
steps for forward movement in each area. "

On Sunday, May 17, the vestry met to begin the process of 
planning. Starting with a discussion of what is going well at Saint 
Martin’s, the group moved on to discuss areas of opportunity for 
improvement. The vestry agreed that the energy and effort of the 
parish should be brought to bear on specific, attainable goals in the 
coming months, in order to build momentum and increase morale. 
The planning process is currently internal to the vestry and will 
become open to all parishioners over the summer and fall as the 
leadership calls for contributions and cooperation from the whole 
parish membership. "

Congregational Development is also known widely as church 
growth. The goals of increasing membership, programs, and 
spiritual and educational depth is a given in the life of every 
Christian body. Scripture teaches and tradition bears out God’s 
calling to continual growth in faith, hope and love, both for 
individual Christians and for the gathered congregations of the 
Lord. "

Outreach is what we do to minister to those beyond our walls. 
Healthy Christian bodies seek to give generously in an outward 
direction and to influence the world around them, not only locally 
and regionally, but also nationally and globally. Missions we might 
wish to initiate or support are part of this ministry area. Financial 
giving to mission is only one side of the equation. Active 
involvement in the world is the responsibility of the Christian and 
the Christian community. "

Stewardship is how we manage and grow what we have been given 
by the gracious generosity of God. As God has blessed us, we seek 
to bless others. The familiar focus on “time, talent and treasure” is 
still relevant here. In these three ways we are to share with others 
the gifts God has bestowed on us. Financial commitment to the 
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SUMMER MUSIC! 
As our Chancel Choir enjoys a 

break, please help us continue the 
church's song through the summer 
months. If you would like to sing or 

play an instrument, please let 
Sandy Tittle know by e-mail  

(tittlesp@yahoo.com) to schedule 
the best date for you. We have a 

wealth of musical talent in this 
congregation and summer is a 

great time to let some of it shine in 
unique ways. Certainly some of 

you will want to sing or play a solo, 
but what other combinations are 

out there? Vocal duets? 
Instrumental duets or trios? 

Mother/daughter? Sons, 
daughters, cousins? Please 

consider sharing your musical 
talent in worship this summer! !!

CHANCEL CHOIR FALL SEASON 
2015 

Our Chancel Choir will resume 
singing for the Sunday 10 a.m. 

service of Holy Eucharist on 
September 20th. The first rehearsal 
of the fall season will be Thursday, 

September 17th. We need more 
singers on all four parts: soprano, 

alto, tenor and bass. !
!

LEADERSHIP

mailto:tittlesp@yahoo.com
mailto:tittlesp@yahoo.com
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church is to be joined with commitments of skills and abilities, as 
well as with the giving of time. "

Parish Life is inreach: how we encourage fellowship, 
companionship, social interaction and community building among 
ourselves as a people of God. It includes the celebration of life and 
the forging of new partnerships for ministry and success. It ranges 
from Sunday Coffee Hour to special events that bring folks 
together around a common interest. It is taking ourselves seriously 
enough to have fun together. "

Thanks be to God for a vestry willing to lead us toward these new 
horizons. Thanks especially to Kris for getting our process of 
planning up and running. We bid your prayers for this 
and will invite participation in the months ahead. "

!
Planting for Tomorrow, Growing 
in Faith Today "
At our 2013 diocesan convention, 
the Diocese of Ohio voted to build 
a new camp and retreat center in 
Wakeman, Ohio. The center will 
support parish and youth 
ministries across the Diocese and 
create new opportunities for adult 
education and ministries. In order 
to do this, a diocesan-wide capital campaign has been launched 
which includes joint fundraising at the parish level. Funds raised by 
each participating parish will be shared with the Diocese in 
support of the new camp and retreat center with the majority of 
the funds to remain in the parish for local needs."

The vestry has spent time prayerfully discussing our participation, 
and we are pleased to announce that our parish has decided to 
launch a campaign that will both support the new retreat center 
and also provide us with resources for our own needs. This 
campaign is our effort to improve ministry with our Diocese and 
participate in outreach ministry. We have set our goal at $150,000 
to be raised through pledges over five years."

It is our hope that parishioners and friends of Saint Martin’s 
Episcopal Church will respond generously to this initiative, 
confident that our project will positively affect our community. 
The vestry is making available copies of a brochure that will serve 
as a guide to Planting for Tomorrow – Growing in Faith Today as you 
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Moved to Mission 

Saint Martin’s Church received a 
visit from Pat and Susan Moore on 
the weekend of May 16-17, 2015, 

missionaries who have accepted an 
appointment to serve the Western 

Apache Nation of the Southwest. 
They spoke in all three services of 

Holy Eucharist. The Moores of 
Kansas, who have discerned a 

vocation to cross-cultural mission 
among the native peoples of 

Arizona, came to our parish to 
present their case for support, as 

well as to share what they hope to 
accomplish in their first several 

years of education and activity on-
site in Arizona.  !

Pat, an engineer, and Susan, a 
horticulturalist, are retirees who 

have dedicated themselves to assist 
a team of missioners that will move 

to Arizona and begin its work in 
September. Parishioners found the 
Moores engaging and have taken 
an interest in supporting them in 

prayer and giving. The Moores’ 
connection to Saint Martin’s is 

through the family of Alfred and 
Gladys KanagaRaj. The two families 

have enjoyed a long standing 
friendship.  !

For information about the Mid 
Americas Team in Tucson, AZ, and 

to donate support, please visit 
www.pioneers.org/give (Pat and 

Susan Moore Acct. #112237). 

STEWARDSHIP
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contemplate how your family can participate. For a copy, let the 
office know or contact John Cerrato."

Together, we can accomplish great things for our own parish, our 
local community and the entire diocese of which we are a part. 
With God, we will continue to do amazing things. Thank you for 
your prayerful consideration."

!
A Letter from Todd Palmer"
"

Dear Saint Martin’s Parishioners, 
Past, Present and Future,"

I’m writing you this letter because 
you formerly attended Saint 
Martin’s and it was people like you 
who helped to make Saint Martin’s 
a vibrant, thriving Christian 
community. Some exciting things are 
taking place at our beloved parish and I want to share those with 
you and invite you to come experience them for yourself.  "

As you may know, since Fr. Howard retired in July 2014, we have 
been blessed by the Lord sending us The Reverend John A. 
Cerrato. Fr. John is a bright, engaging, and talented priest 
dedicated to the Episcopal liturgy and traditions. He gives 
compact, meaningful sermons - frequently enhanced with humor - 
which speak to us where we are on our individual spiritual 
journeys. Through the good work of Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, 
Fr. John has recently been engaged by Saint Martin’s as Priest-in-
Charge and will remain with us for three years, instead of the much 
shorter period typical for an Interim Rector. I think you would 
really enjoy him and his ministry and I urge you to give him a try."

The Lord continues to shower us with his blessings in so many 
other ways. Our music program is as strong as ever; Sandy Tittle 
continues to make the Holtkamp Organ sing so beautifully and 
continues her gift of identifying and drawing out the musical 
talents of the Chancel Choir and so many other parishioners 
through the bell choir and solo performances. Our parish life 
remains active, with strong Bible study groups, fellowship events 
and outreach initiatives. And our property remains one of the 
newest, finest church facilities in the Chagrin Valley.  "
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Botanical Paintings by Jean 
Schmiege/June 2 to July 31, 2015 

Hamlet Atrium/Hamlet Village, 
Chagrin Falls 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2015 
Love God. Love your neighbor. 

Change the world.  The Episcopal 
Diocese of Ohio, supporting parish 
outreach programs and leadership 

development. For more info see the 
pamphlets on the tables in the 

entryways or visit www.dohio.org. 

Saint Martin’s supports MEDWISH 
You can do something about world 

events/Your donation to Medwish 
changes the world one life at a 

time.Promo literature available at 
the church and info at 

www.medwish.org. 

Help sustain the church’s response 
in South Sudan where over one 

million persons are displaced and 
4.9 million are in need of 

humanitarian assistance. Visit ERD, 
Episcopal Relief and Development 

at www.episcopalrelief,org or call 
1.855.312.HEAL 

Remember to be generous with 
donations of canned goods and 

non-perishable items for Bainbridge 
Food for Friends. The collection 

basket is in the church’s front 
entryway. We also ask for volunteers 

to deliver our collections to 
Bainbridge City Hall. 

We always welcome sign-ups for 
folks to serve as ushers and as 

hospitality servers at Coffee Hour 
on Sundays. We also invite sign-ups 

to donate flowers and candles to be 
used in worship. The sign-up sheets 

live on the large window table in the 
Burroughs Room.  Please help out 

as often as you can. Thank you in 
advance! 

Trinity Cathedral’s A Place at the 
Table is supported by Saint Martin’s. 

Sign-up for our dates to serve this 
lunch for the homeless of Cleveland. 

The sign-up sheet is on the table in 
the Burroughs Room. Upcoming 
dates are August 2, November 1, 

2015, and January 24, 2016. 

!

WELCOME
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So forgive me for boasting but I’m proud of Saint Martin’s and I 
want to show it off to you! It’s no secret that many parishioners 
have left us over the past decade or so, probably for as many 
reasons as there are people who left. I don’t care about that. You 
owe me no explanation or reason. We just want you back. It’s as 
simple as that - I believe Saint Martin’s has turned a corner and we 
want you back.  "

Wouldn’t it be great this summer and fall to see lots of familiar old 
faces and maybe meet some new ones too? Come to either of our 
Sunday services (8 a.m. & 10 a.m.) or Saturday at 5 p.m. Thank you 
for your time and God bless you!  "

Yours in Christ, Todd Palmer"

!
Graduates 2015"

!
Evelyn Ware, Laurel School, Shaker Heights, Ohio   

The daughter of Robert Ware, Esq., and 
Victoria Ware, Evelyn Ware graduated from 
Laurel School on June 9, 2015. She will attend 
Purdue University in the fall, where she will 
study engineering. Evelyn is a member of the 
Cum Laude Society. In her four years at 
Laurel she participated in many activities and 
sports, including track and cross country and 
one season on the volleyball team. She served 
on the staff of the school newspaper and as a 
junior and senior was the Layout Editor. Evelyn was a member of 
Green Key, an organization that offers tours of her school to 
prospective families. During her first two years she worked with 
Northstar, a group that provides mentoring for underprivileged 
girls. She was also a member of the speech and debate team. Evelyn 
has just passed her 5th level of piano. She has been taking lessons 
at CIM and has been playing since the second grade. At Saint 
Martin’s Evelyn has served as an acolyte, a chalice bearer and has 
been part of The Ringers, the bell choir. In her free time she is a 
wonderful baker, much to her family’s enjoyment. Rob Ware is a 
former Senior Warden of our parish and Victoria currently serves 
on Vestry. They are also  active in many other areas of our 
community life, including service among our lectors, chalicists and 
ushers, and in our church school and youth ministry. "

Congratulations Evelyn! God’s blessings and all best wishes in your 
studies at Purdue."
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The Men’s  Wednesday Morning 
Study Group meets each Wednesday 
at 7 a.m. in Saint Martin’s Library. The 

group will continue through the 
summer. We start with coffee and 

donuts, then spend an hour in 
discussion of a text of scripture or 

another book. This summer we will 
be reading and discussing Belief in 

God in an Age of Science by John 
Polkinghorne. Our study facilitator 

will be Dr. Stuart Crampton, 
Professor Emeritus of Natural 

Philosophy, Williams College.  Men 
from the parish and the community 

are welcome to join us.  

The Midhour Forum on Sunday 
mornings is continuing into the 

summer months.  We meet in the 
library at 9 a.m. for conversation on 

the day’s scripture readings and 
liturgy, as well as contemporary 

topics. Parishioners and visitors are 
welcome to join us for a cup of 

coffee and conversation. 

Holy Unction, or Anointing with Oil 
for Healing, is offered on the second 
Saturday of each month in the 5 p.m. 

service of Holy Eucharist. The next 
service of anointing is July 11, then 

August  8 and September 12. 

The July Vestry Meeting will be on 
Monday, July 20, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

in the library. This is not the ordinary 
date of the second Monday of the 

month but by special arrangement. 
The Executive Committee will meet 

on Monday, July 6, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
church.  

The August Vestry Meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, August 10, at 

7:30 p.m. in the library. Executive 
Committee is scheduled for Monday, 
August 3, at 7:30 p.m. at the church.

MILESTONES
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Katie Wilson, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia  

Recently graduated from Emory University is 
Katie Wilson, daughter of Dr. Fredrick 
Wilson and Dr. Deborah Wilson. Katie is 22 
years old and carried a double major in 
Journalism and Sociology at Emory. She was 
elected to Alpha Kappa Delta, the 
international honorary society in sociology, 
and Phi Eta Sigma national honor society. As 
a high jumper for the Emory Eagles through 
her four years, she placed among the top 

athletes of her division in collegiate 
competition. She was the UAA champion for the indoor track and 
field championship and runner up for outdoor track and field in 
2015. She holds the record for the fifth highest height in Emory 
University school history. Katie was baptized at Saint Martin’s in 
1993 and graduated from Hawken School in 2011. She has returned 
to Ohio from Atlanta to pursue a career as an anchorwoman in 
television journalism or as a sports journalist. Her parents are 
active members of Saint Martin’s. Rick Wilson currently serves as 
our Senior Warden and Debbie is an usher and, with Rick, serves 
in the ministry of Pastoral Care. "

Congratulations, Katie! God’s blessings and all best wishes for the 
future."!
"

Logan Zahner, Kenston High School, Chagrin Falls, Ohio 

Logan Zahner, the daughter of Ira and 
Melinda Zahner and granddaughter of Don 
and Linda Bird, graduated from Kenston 
High School on May 21, 2015. Logan was 
active in athletics, in particular the Women’s 
Varsity Soccer Team, for all four years, 
lettering as a freshman. Post graduation plans 
include a trip this summer to New Zealand 
and Australia with her grandmother, followed 
by a ten-month program at the Paul Mitchell 
School of Cosmetology. Longer term plans 
include attending college for Ultrasonography.  

Travel in the Pacific includes the New Zealand 
sites of Auckland and Rotorua, experiencing the Maori culture and 
a Maori Hangi Feast. Australia visits will be Sydney, Cairns, 
Queensland, The Great Barrier Reef, the Daintree Rain Forest, 
then on to Kuranda."!
Congratulations Logan! God bless you in your travels and in your 
future plans!"
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Spring Clean Up  
& Cleaning Out  

For donation of unwanted items !
Saint Joan’s Church & School  (496 

East Washington Street, Chagrin 
Falls) has a large shed located 

behind the church in front of the 
west end of the school. !

Geauga County’s Habitat for 
Humanity Restore Facility (12180 

Kinsman Road - Route 87, Newbury 
44065 Phone 440-564-7475).  Drop 

off or pick up for large items. !

Calling All Gardeners  
Saint Martin’s Church invites 

volunteer gardeners to help in 
keeping the garden beds and 

landscaping attractive. Currently 
needed are weeds removed, shrub 
trimming and the clearing of dead 

branches and stalks from the 
shrubbery. From a few minutes to 

an hour, once a week, month, or 
quarter, would be wonderful. Our 

fresh new mulch certainly adds 
overall appeal but, on a closer 

look, care needs to be taken. !
Once Together Now Alone 

Widows and widowers of Saint 
Martin’s are invited to join a lunch/

dinner group currently gathering 
on the fourth Monday of the month 

to share a meal at a local 
restaurant. If interested in learning 

more about the group, please 
contact Jane Albert 440-591-5490
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Remember to Breathe"
!
In this long and mostly warm season 
after Pentecost, when school is out and 
vacations are taken and life is supposed 
to slow down a bit - but often does not 
- we would do well to remind ourselves 
of an important truth. "

The divine Spirit given in Pentecost is 
likened in sacred text and tradition to 
“the breath of God,” to the winds and 
breezes of God’s restorative grace. The 
Spirit is not only the force that powers 
the sails of our life voyage but also a 
regenerative inflow of new strength, 
peace and centeredness. We are to breathe in the life of God just as 
we breathe in oxygen. We are to take time to gather in the spiritual 
resources we need, to seek and to find focus, to receive all that is 
given in God’s sending of the Spirit. "

And so in the heat and humidity of summer, in the bustle and 
tussle of a topsy-turvy world, in all the stresses and strains of plans 
gone awry and promises delayed, remember to breathe. On the 
way to this place and that, in departing and arriving, in discovering 
our paucity of control over the many issues of living, remember to 
breathe. Amid the withering complexity of the world, in 
conditions of apathy and crisis, in states of perennial boredom and 
panicked self-concern, remember to breathe in the healing 
presence and Spirit of God."

The anxiety of the age, the urgency of the present distress, 
whatever it may be in the moment, and the tyranny of time will 
always seek first to take our breath away: to ring the alarm that 
makes us gasp for air. We grow instantly constricted."

Breathing - we sometimes need to be reminded - is essential to 
living and to living wholly and healthily. What seems like a simple 
and ceaseless act is actually quite profound. What we should never 
omit to do, we frequently forget."

Breathing freely and deeply is one of God’s greatest gifts and one 
we must sometimes intentionally choose to exercise. In the calm 
seasons and the chaotic, by grace, we can catch our spiritual breath 
and keep it. Take time to breathe. "

The Rev. Dr. John A. Cerrato"

!
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DOK Spring Assembly 

The Saint Martin’s Chapter of The 
Order of the Daughters of the King 

hosted the Diocesan Spring 
Assembly on the Feast of Saint 
Mark, Saturday, April 25, 2015. 

About 35 Daughters and “friends of 
daughters” enjoyed the day 

including a full eucharist, trumpet 
joining the organ in playing “Lift 

High the Cross” (the DOK hymn). 
The afternoon included lunch, a 

speaker and business meeting. The 
day’s speaker Terri Miller, NAMI 
Consumer and Family Program 

Coordinator,
(tmiller@namicleveland.org) and 
Autra Dozier, NAMI Multicultural 

Outreach Specialist, presented an 
overview of mental illness and how 

faith based institutions can assist 
and support.  !

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is the 
nation's largest grassroots mental health 

organization dedicated to improving the lives of 
persons living with serious mental illness and 

their families. Founded in 1979, NAMI has 
become the nation's voice on mental illness, a 

national organization including NAMI affiliates in 
every state and in over 1200 local communities 

across the country who join together to meet 
the NAMI mission through advocacy, research, 

support and education.  !
NAMI Greater Cleveland (NAMI GC) is a local 

affiliate of NAMI with approximately 800 peer, 
family, professional and organizational 

members. We provide support to those with 
serious mental illness, such as schizophrenia, 

bipolar disorder, clinical depression and anxiety 
disorders and to their family members. We offer 

a variety of free support groups, education 
programs, information and referral, and 

advocacy. Volunteer peers and family members 
provide almost all of the services at NAMI GC. 

(from http://www2.nami.org). Saint Martin’s 
Church hosts a weekly NAMI meeting. 

Information is available on the tables in the 
Burroughs Room and Ministry Wing.  !!

Learn more about the General 
Convention of the Episcopal 

Church, coming up this summer, at 
our diocesan website 

www.dohio.org.  See also the 
update on the last page of this 

newsletter on the Election of a new 
Presiding Bishop. !!

SPIRITUALITY

mailto:tmiller@namicleveland.org
http://www2.nami.org/
mailto:tmiller@namicleveland.org
http://www2.nami.org/
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Looking Ahead… 

July 12 Wrap-up of our Planting for 
Tomorrow Campaign 

July 15 Wrap-Up for the Vestry 
Action Plan Teams in the Short Term 

Planning process 

September 1 Due Date for The 
Beacon (Fall Issue): materials and 

contributions 

Rally Day Sunday, September 13, 
2015 

Sunday, September 20, Chancel 
Choir kicks off the new season 

October 2015 Fall Stewardship 
Program 

!
…Save the Date 

Ladies Outing                                    
“A Day in the Country - Handmade 

and Vintage Market”            
Saturday, October 10, 2015         

4215 Fairgrounds Road, Atwater, 
Ohio. Handpicked artisans, 

workshops, food trucks, live music. 
This is a very “fun outing”! We can 

carpool. Please contact Linda Bird, if 
interested. linbi5@windstream.net  

330-562-0989 or cell 330-968-8353 

Diocesan Youth Events 2015    
Youth Adventure in Wakeman    

September 12, 2015                        
Fall Youth Event                             

Saint Andrew’s Church, Elyria 
October 2-4, 2015 

Diocesan Youth Events 2016 
Happening Retreat/March 4-6, 2016 

Spring Youth Gathering               
April 29-May1, 2016  

Get your copy of Fruit of the Spirit 
Best Recipes of Saint Martin’s 

Episcopal Church, available on the 
table in the front entryway. 

Elder Abuse Awareness"!
According to the Older Adult Ministry of the 
Episcopal Church in the United States, one out of 
three Episcopalians is over the age of 65. Another 
41% are between the ages 45-64. Every 30 
seconds someone turns 65. Most of the older 
adults are active, connected and strong in their 
faith. They provide love, patience and grace, 
while giving to the parish and extended 
community. Often they are the people who 
depend the most on the Church and its leaders 
for guidance and protection. "!

Elder abuse can happen to any older adult anywhere and any time. 
Beware of warning signs in adults, in caregivers and in nursing homes. 
Some of the major signs of mistreatment are confusion, abandonment, 
violations of medication safety, the evidence of falls or injuries, such as 
bruises, and signs of the invasion of an elder’s old papers and financial 
records. "!
Red flags of abuse are: neglect, financial abuse/exploitation, 
psychological/emotional abuse, physical abuse/sexual abuse. There are 
many variants for each. If you see anyone in such a situation then 
REPORT IT. Call 911 or local police, or Adult Protective Services. "!
To protect one’s self from elder abuse, neglect and exploitation: PLAN. 
Talk with family members, friends and professionals that you trust, and 
plan for your future. BE CAUTIOUS, STAY CONNECTED and 
REPORT ABUSES."!
June 15 was Elder Abuse Awareness Day. The Church’s role is to care, pay 
attention and show compassion. Doing one small thing makes a 
difference. Some actions to consider are visiting an older adult and 
asking how they are doing. Learn about the signs of elder abuse. Provide 
a break for a caregiver. Be a friendly volunteer at a nursing home or to a 
homebound person. Educate parishioners on their rights and about 
different kinds of abuses. Educate self and community about elder abuse. "!
“Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere 
your God.” (Leviticus 19:32)"!
Educational material on Elder Abuse is available in the Burroughs Room."!

Cheryl Gray"

HEALTH & WELLNESS
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January February March April May Total
2015 Faithgiving 18,499 17,216 21,135 21,195 19,073 97,118
2014 Faithgiving 14,960 19,440 24,189 19,355 16,157 94,102

January February March April May Total
2015 Expenses 29,867 19,852 23,166 29,750 23,903 126,538
2014 Expenses 34,120 31,857 26,399 31,622 22,077 146,074

Year Loan Amount

Payment
Made on
Principal Comments

 2008  $500,000 Line of Credit
Nov-09  $372,100  $127,900 2 yr balloon loan
Jan-10  $372,100  $57,535
Jan-11  $314,565  $101,994
Jan-12  $212,571  $40,000 Refinanced loan
Jan-13  $166,836  $25,000
Jan-14  $132,109  $19,000
Jan-15  $108,781

Jun-15  $83,245  $15,000
Remaining
balance due by
July 2022

Finance Report

Loan History

June 2015
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A central feature of General Convention this summer is the election of the next 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States. As a province of 
the Anglican World Communion, historically and spiritually centered in 
Canterbury, England, the Episcopal Church elects a primate to represent it across 
the globe and to preside over the governance of the American church. The 
current Presiding Bishop, who has served for nine years (2006-2015), is The Most 
Reverend Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori. She has announced her intention not to 
seek a second term of office."

Four bishops have been nominated by the Joint Nominating Committee as 
candidates in this election: Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop of Southern Ohio; 
Michael Curry, Bishop of North Carolina; Ian Douglas, Bishop of Connecticut; 
and Dabney Smith, Bishop of Southwest Florida. Nominations can also be made 
from the floor of convention. The House of Bishops elects and the House of 
Deputies confirms. "

We bid your prayers for our church in this historic year of convention. We seek a 
shepherd who will continue to lead us into mission, strengthen us in our 
engagement in ministry and uphold the unity and diversity of our heritage."

For info and news about General Convention as it happens, visit 
www.generalconvention.org."
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Annual Picnic Pics 06/07/2015 UPDATE

A special thank you to our barbecue grill team and everyone who brought their favorite 
recipes. Thanks also to all who organized, set-up and cleaned up. An extra-special thank you 
to Carolyn Downie, event coordinator extraordinaire.  

http://www.generalconvention.org

