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We are celebrating a season of many welcomes in Saint Martin’s 
Church. In January, we welcomed in the new year and also at our 
annual meeting we welcomed three new vestry members: Clint 
Cassese, Jeremy Clark and Ken Porter, as well as our wardens for 
2017 Dr. Karen Gerken and Kris Gillespie. In February we 
welcomed seminarian Anna Risch, who arrived to join us in 
ministry and learning. Also in early winter, we welcomed a room 
full of guests — about 80 — at Jennifer Brush’s evening of sharing 
about her work and experiences as an OSCE ambassador. We 
welcomed forty people for our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper, 
followed by evening prayer. "!
The vestry and leadership are now welcoming a host of new ideas 
and programs for 2017, including Easter signs, the formation of a 
young families/young adult group, the design of an Our 200 
initiative for the Diocesan Bicentennial, an Invitational Month in 
June, and more. "!
You are welcome to read about these trends and others inside this 
spring edition of our quarterly newsletter The Beacon and on our 
parish website at www.saintmartinschagrinfalls.com."
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The Beacon"
Saint Martin’s Newsletter, Spring 2017"
To pray the Prayer of Christ, to learn the Mind of Christ, to do the Deeds of Christ

Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church 
6295 Chagrin River Road       
Chagrin Falls Ohio 44022 

440.247.7406 
saintmartinschagrinfalls.com  

saintmartinschagrinfalls@gmail.com 

Holy Eucharist Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 8 am & 10 am 

Admin Office Hours 10 am-2 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Clergy Hours Saturday thru 
Thursday, by appointment is best 

Emergency Pastoral Care 24/7 
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From the Desk "
of Your Favorite Seminarian    "!!
MUSINGS ON THE CREEDS "!
Hello, Saint Martin’s! In your last edition of 
The Beacon, there is a note saying that Rev 
John “and the vestry are together exploring 
the viability of taking on a seminarian intern 
to work in the parish under his supervision 
in 2017.” Well, that’s me! I am so blessed to 
be Saint Martin’s seminarian, and my first 
few weeks have been wonderful. "!
One of the things that has blown my mind 
recently in my theological education is the history of the creeds. 
We say them every week as a statement of what we believe about 
the Divine. But — one of my favorite games to play — ask ten 
Episcopalians to stand up during a part of the creed they really 
believe in, and to sit down when there’s a part of the creed they 
don’t agree with, and you’ll get a game of whac-a-mole! "!
That’s because the creeds were written by huge committees of men 
(only men) as a way to get their theological beliefs at the forefront 
of the early church. Let’s take the Nicene Creed, written in 325 and 
revised in 381. Almost half the lines in this creed are written against 
certain groups of believers to affirm what someone else believed. 
Accusations of heresy flew, people were excommunicated, bishops 
dragged through the streets… all because of some of the lines we 
still recite every week in church. "!
So next time we stand to say a creed during a service, take it as a 
whole. Recite it as a statement of our rich, diverse, messy, 
shameful, broad history. And know that people all over the world, 
who perhaps have very different ways of living out their 
Christianity — are saying the exact same words. The creeds are not 
perfect, but they unite us. And the more togetherness and unity we 
can bring these days, the more perfect it is. "!
READ MORE ABOUT HERESY, THE NICENE CREED, AND CHURCH HISTORY 
HERE:  sites.google.com/view/march17"
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Saint Martin’s, Chagrin Falls, is a parish 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, The 

Right Reverend Mark Hollingsworth Jr., 
Bishop 

Priests serving Saint Martin’s                 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Cerrato     

The Reverend Gary A. McElroy 

Seminarian                                             
Anna Risch 

Staff serving Saint Martin’s              
Sandra Tittle, Director of Music        

Carol Maye-Botzman, Administrator 
Connie Schaaf, Sexton 

Church Wardens                                                                                                                               
Dr. Karen Gerken                              

Kristina O. Gillespie  

Vestry                                                                
Jane Albert                                                     

Linda Bird                                                      
Daniel Carter, Esq.                         

Robert Case                                          
Clint Cassese                                    
Jeremy Clark                                                                                                                 

Merry Petroski                               
Kenneth Porter                                   
Jean Schmiege                                                                                                                                    
Greg Streicher                                                 

Victoria Ware 

Colleen Deering, CPA, Treasurer                  
Byron Hays, Clerk of the Vestry 

!
June 2017 is Invitation Month   We 

are planning to make June 2017 our 
month of invite a friend, neighbor or 

family member to  Saint Martin’s. 
More about this to come.

In our Kash for Keith campaign we raised  over $1,800 for the 
Burkett family, who sent a heartfelt thank-you letter to our vestry. 
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to this local 
outreach cause. 

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
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Clergy Notes "!
The Right Reverend William Persell, 
Bishop of Chicago, Retired, was our 
Episcopal Visitor on Sunday, March 26, 
2017, at the 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist of 
Confirmation. He met with our 
confirmands and with our vestry. 
Confirmed were: Ben Streicher, Nick 
Streicher, Greg Streicher, Jean Schmiege, 
Ken Porter and Valli Porter. "!
Our own Jennifer Brush, retired OSCE Ambassador, drew eighty 
people on Wednesday evening, January 11, 2017, into a discussion of 
her experiences representing the United States in the Balkans and 
on other missions. Look for our next evening with Jennifer, coming 
up in the months ahead, date and time TBA."!
Special thanks to Parish 
Life for our Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper 
on February 28, followed 
by Evening Prayer in the 
church. Thanks to all 
who donated and helped 
in the kitchen. Extra 
appreciation goes to 
Paul and Corrine 
Castrini for Paul’s cooking and Corrine and Paul’s cleanup. About 
forty people enjoyed dinner and about twenty-five joined us for 
evening prayer. "!
Five of us from Saint Martin’s attended the Winter Convocation of 
the Diocese of Ohio in Sandusky on February 10-11. These were 
Amanda Meitz, Karen Swan, Cheryl Gray, John Cerrato 
and our bicentennial missioner Linda Bird. Also there were 
Anna Risch and her fiancé Noah. This year’s theme was the 
missional church. Saint Martin’s provided displays for the 
Daughters of the King and NAMI. "!

The Clericus of the Northeast Mission Area 
under the leadership of The Reverend Chris 
McCann met on March 21 in the home of The 
Reverend Dr. Paul Collins for business and lunch. 
Our Saint Martin’s clergy attended. Discussion 
centered on the possibility of sharing among the 
twelve parishes of the mission area a regional 
youth minister. "
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Volunteer Staff                             
Alfred KanagaRaj, Service Leaflets 

Cheryl Gray, Parish Nurse 

Ministry Leadership                              

Judy Tremain, Altar Guild 

Karen Swan, Pastoral Care, The 
Daughters of the King 

Nancy McKinley & Jane Albert, 
Parish Life 

Tim Schaaf, Stewardship, Vestry 
Nominations 

John Meade and Karen Gerken, 
Property 

Colleen Deering, Finance 

Merry Petroski and Katie Clark, 
Church School & Children’s Ministry, 

Child Care 

Emily Gielink, Acolytes 

Elizabeth Hays, Women’s Christ 
Care Journeying Group 

Carolyn Downie, Communications 

John Meade & Alfred KanagaRaj, 
Men’s Bible Study Group 

CROP Walk 2017    
Sunday, April 23, 2017, at Frohring 

Meadows. Saint Martin’s is 
recruiting a team to walk together. 
Registration will be from 1:30-1:45 
p.m. that day on site and the walk 
will start at 2 p.m. Plan to join us. 

Funds raised will again benefit the 
Geauga County Hunger Task Force. 

Sign up in the Burroughs Room. !
Pastoral Care Comfort    On the 

bottom shelf of the Health cart in 
the Burroughs Room are prayer 

shawls, fleece throws and 
crosses. They are intended for folks 

receiving treatment, attending 
rehab, and going through 

bereavement. There is no charge. 
We ask you record who it is for, so 

there aren't duplicates given. If you 
have an interest in helping to keep 

the shelf filled, please contact Karen 
Swan ksswan6750@gmail.com 

PARISH & DIOCESE

mailto:ksswan6750@gmail.com
mailto:ksswan6750@gmail.com
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Our priest John Cerrato will be attending a CREDO conference 
in April 2017 in Florida. CREDO is a special weeklong continuing 
education and clergy wellness seminar offered by the national 
church. In May 2017 the parish leadership and John Cerrato will 
conclude their discernment on clergy tenure at Saint Martin’s. This 
is an important part of the process of the four year priest-in-charge 
letter of agreement dating from October 2014. We bid your 
continuing prayers for this decision. "
"
"

New Vestry 2017"!
Clint Cassese, Election to a Three-Year Term !
Clint Cassese received his Bachelor of 
Science in business administration from 
Bowling Green State University. For the 
past fourteen years, he has been the 
Chief Financial Officer of OMCO 
Holdings in Wickliffe. Prior to that, he 
held financial management positions in 
various manufacturing companies. Clint 
passed the CPA exam in 1981."!
Clint met Shelley while living in New Orleans. They married there 
and relocated to Ohio shortly thereafter. They have two children, 
Michael (16) and Katherine (13). Both children are acolytes for the 
church and Shelley teaches Sunday School and has been active with 
VBS in the past. Clint and his family have been members of Saint 
Martin’s since 2003. Prior to that they attended Christ Church, 
Aurora, and before that they attended Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Troy, Ohio. "!
Clint enjoys being involved with his children’s school sporting 
activities. He also enjoys history, travel and politics. He is looking 
forward to serving his church community through working with 
the vestry.   "!
Jeremy Clark, Election to a Three-Year Term !
Jeremy holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Accounting from the University of 
North Carolina, Greensboro, and has 
worked in the insurance and financial 
services industry for twenty years, with 
the majority of the time focused on 
helping companies manage their 401(k) 
plans. He is married to Katie and they 
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LEADERSHIP

Our Vestry

Jane Albert

Linda Bird

Dan Carter

Bob Case

Jean Schmiege
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have two children: Katherine (17) and Tyler (16)."!
Jeremy was raised in a Southern Baptist Church in Southern 
Virginia and came into the Episcopal Church when Katie and he 
were married at Saint Paul’s, Cleveland Heights. The Clarks started 
coming to Saint Martin’s around 2000, after moving to Chagrin 
Falls. They previously attended Saint Paul’s and Saint 
Christopher’s, Gates Mills. Jeremy has served on a handful of 
committees, but primarily as a reader and chalicist."!
Jeremy writes, “I look forward to serving on vestry and giving back 
to the church via time and talent. This was prompted after I 
informed John Mead of my interest to help him with the oversight 
of the church property.”"!
The Clarks are a very active family and huge sports fans. There are 
not many sports Jeremy has not tried or does not like watching. He 
currently enjoys running, sailing, tennis, golf, Frisbee golf, softball, 
snow skiing, and water skiing."
 "
Ken Porter, Election to a Three-Year Term 
"
Ken was born in Canton, Ohio. He 
became a Christian and was baptized 
when he was in high school. He was a 
member of First Christian Church, 
Canton, a large non-denominational 
church. He currently works at BWX 
Technologies as a mechanical engineer. 
Ken met his wife of fourteen years, 
Valli, in their high school youth group. 
The Porters have been attending Saint 
Martin’s since the spring of 2012 when they moved to Solon."!
Ken served in the U. S. Navy for six years, from February 2001 to 
February 2007. He was stationed aboard the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower as a nuclear propulsion plant operator. He worked at 
Newport News Shipbuilding from 2007 through 2011 as a test 
engineer. He attended school at night at Old Dominion University 
in Norfolk, Virginia. He earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering Technology in May 2011. In October of 
2011 he, along with his wife and son, moved back to Ohio to be 
closer to family."!
Ken writes, “My wife and I enjoy the liturgical worship of the 
Episcopal Church. We believe in the emphasis that Saint Martin’s 
places on worshiping God together as a congregation and the use 
of scripture in our services. I’m not a charismatic worshiper and I 
find the Saint Martin’s worship and music to be decorous and 
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Greg Streicher

Victoria Ware

Colleen Deering, Treasurer

Byron Hays, Clerk

Young Families, Young Adults 
Group is forming. See Ken Porter, 

Anna Risch, John Cerrato for details.

… and Merry Petroski, 
photo pending
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focused specifically on God. Saint Martin’s is the first non-mega-
church that we have attended and we enjoy the feeling of 
community that a smaller church provides.”"!
The Porters have two children: Emmett (7) and Arleigh (4). Ken 
adds, “I am excited about the amount of young families with 
children who have recently started attending Saint Martin’s and 
hope that we can continue that trend during my time as a vestry 
member.”  In his spare time, Ken enjoys spending time with his 
family and woodworking. "!!
Wardens 2017"!
Dr. Karen Gerken, Senior Warden !
Karen was raised a Lutheran in Minnesota 
and majored in biology as an undergraduate 
in Gustavus Adolphus College (BA), where 
she also minored in music. She attended 
graduate and medical school at Case 
Western Reserve University, where she 
earned an MD and PhD in Physiology. She 
did her Residency training at the Cleveland 
Clinic in anatomic and clinical pathology. 
She began work at Southwest General 
Health Center in 1989, with the pathology group Bayless 
Pathmark, and has served as president of that group. Elected to 
the vestry in 2015, she serves as our senior warden this year."!!
Kristina O. Gillespie, Junior Warden  !
Kris was raised in the Episcopal Church in 
Erie, Pennsylvania, where her family 
attended the Cathedral Church of Saint 
Paul. Kris studied as an undergraduate in 
Wittenberg University, where she took a 
B.A. in Business Administration in 1980, 
with a minor in East Asian Studies. She 
worked for BP Oil from 1980-1999 in a 
wide variety of line and staff positions, 
including trading, marketing, distribution, 
procurement, human resources and public affairs. Elected to vestry 
in 2015, she serves as our junior warden this year. "!!

�6

Holy Unction, or Anointing with Oil 
for Healing, is offered on the second 
Saturday of each month in the 5 pm 

service of Holy Eucharist..  

Join us for Against Human 
Trafficking, a presentation on 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, at 9:30 a.m. 
in Grace Episcopal Church, 

Willoughby, to learn more about 
how you, your church and your 

community can take a stand against 
human trafficking. This event is 

sponsored by the Northeast Mission 
Area of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Ohio. This one and a half hour 
session is free and open to the 

public. Our presenter will be 
Vanessa Kreiss from SOAP: Save 

Our Adolescents from Prostitution. 
She will be showing a documentary 

on human trafficking, as well as 
sharing a Power Point presentation. 

Grace Church is located at 36200 
Ridge Rd, Willoughby, OH 44094 

 Phone: (440) 942-1015	
Daughters of the King is an 

International Order of women 
committed to the ministries of 

prayer and Christian service.  The 
Saint Martin’s Chapter welcomes 

inquiries about membership in our 
active fellowship. See Karen Swan or 

John Cerrato for more info. 

Church School begins at 10 a.m. 
each Sunday morning, led by Katie 
Clark and company, meeting in the 

church undercroft. We have fluid 
and flexible classes and engaging 

learning events for all ages of 
children. See Katie for more details.  

.Happening 2017 Event for Youth in 
Grades 9 through 12: Staff Retreat, 

February 17-19; Happening Retreat, 
March 31-April 2. Sponsored by the 

Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, Canon 
Vincent Black 

Cathedral Pilgrimage Trinity 
Cathedral, Cleveland, Youth in 

Grades 6 through 12, May 19-21, 
2017. Sponsored by the Diocese of 

Ohio, Canon Vincent Black 

Episcopal Youth Event University of 
Central Oklahoma, Youth in Grades 

9 through 12 in 2017-2018 
academic year, July 10-14, 2017. 

Sponsored by  the National Church.  
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The Broken Hallelujah"
"!
Canadian poet, novelist 
and singer-songwriter 
Leonard Norman Cohen 
(1934-2016), in languid 
and laconic style evoked 
the sensual and spiritual 
dimensions of human 
life in one of his most 
poignant compositions 
where he wrote of “the 
broken hallelujah” — a 
phrase rife with meaning 
for the Lenten journey. In this season of self-reflection and 
confession, part of our purpose is to acknowledge how all our 
efforts, our best and our worst, in the end result only in some form 
of fractured praise. So in Lent we publicly banish the very word, as 
well as its derivatives, from the repertoire of our worship, until we 
discover again how better to use it."!
Apropos of Lent, the modern masters of spirituality call this “the 
wilderness experience”: a going into the deep deserts of our lives, 
as we do in times of crisis and confusion, in seasons of darkness 
and self-doubt. It can be a place apart, a solitary habitation — a 
departure from our rightful haunts. Drawn from the literature of 
the bible, it summons up images of the ancient people of the 
Hebrews trekking through the vast, uncharted expanses of the 
Arabah, having journeyed toward and from the holy mountain of 
the divine law. It then reminds us of their hoping against hope to 
outlast their own sinfulness and mortality, as they had outlasted 
their oppressors’ in Egypt, and finish the seemingly endless journey 
to the promised land. " !

Have we not all, in one stage of life or 
another, entered the wilderness? Do we 
not, from time to time, return there in 
our own minds to pity ourselves, to lick 
old wounds, to dance with the devil? 
Feeling far from God, we are easily drawn 
to feel far from ourselves. There we are 

tempted to worship the gold of Egypt, mock the prophets, 
embrace evil and folly."!
The leading story of Lent conveys a kerygma of hope to those who 
so inhabit their own cares and sorrows. “He – Jesus – was led up by 
the Spirit into the wilderness.” And as the subtext cries out in the 
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Bishop’s Appeal 2017 Love God. 
Love your neighbor. Change the 
world.  The Episcopal Diocese of 

Ohio, supporting parish outreach 
programs and leadership 

development. For more info see the 
pamphlets on the tables in the 

entryways or visit www.dohio.org. 

ERD Help sustain the church’s 
response in South Sudan where 

over one million persons are 
displaced and 4.9 million are in 

need of humanitarian assistance. 
Visit ERD, Episcopal Relief & 

Development, at 
www.episcopalrelief.org or call 

1.855.312.HEAL. 

Our 200 for the diocesan 
bicentennial will include the making 

of 200 crosses and other beautiful 
artistic items, usable for a fundraiser. 

Bicentennial missioner  Linda Bird , 
along with Jean Schmiege are 

organizing this effort. More to come. 

Good Company 
is a group of Saint Martin's 

parishioners who have lost spouses 
to death. We meet on the 4th 

Monday of each month for lunch 1 
p.m. at The Burntwood Tavern in 

Chagrin Falls.  Please contact Jane 
Albert at 440-591-5490/

janealbert1@roadrunner.com for 
questions or more information.. !

Parishioners’ Prayer Requests   In 
the narthex (church entryway) is a 

prayer request box. Prayer request 
cards can be found on the table. 
Please place your prayer request 

cards in the box, as you are 
prompted. All requests are 

confidential. The request will remain 
on the prayer list for 30 days, unless 

an extension is requested. !
Easter Signs 2017   Sign up for 

signs in the Burroughs Room. Post a 
Saint Martin’s welcome sign in your 
yard  inviting folks to join us for our 

Easter celebration.

SPIRITUALITY

mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
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later apostles: “and for our sakes.” Christ has gone into the 
wilderness alone in order to spare us the same journey. When we 
are drained to within an inch of our lives by the scorching and 
freezing extremes of the outland; when we are swallowed up in our 
spirits by the gloom and glare of our own surroundings; then and 
especially then, we should seek the one who said: “Come unto me, 
all you who are weary and over-burdened and I will give you rest.” "!
It is the glory of the gospel of thwarted temptation that Jesus of 
Nazareth knows the landscape of our fears. He has traversed every 
rocky path and waterless plateau. He comprehends our wilderness. 
What we need, he understands. What we lack, he offers. He is 
keenly aware of every danger. How can we imagine we walk alone?"!
Christ has gone into our wilderness 
to keep our w i lder ness f rom 
remaining too long with us. Would 
not mastering this be a useful skill? 
There is no wilderness for us like 
the wilderness of our selves, like 
the deser t p l aces o f our own 
making. There we can be splintered 
by our own consciences."!
The grace of Lent is the grace to see such things. In its advance we 
begin to gather up the shattered shards of our praise, to envision 
our ruins rebuilt. Although in this season our hallelujah lies strewn 
on the surface of the sand, a rumor is whispered among the angels: 
“Easter. Easter is coming. The desert will bloom.”"!
The Reverend Dr John A Cerrato" !!
10 Commandments of Self Care"
1. Thou shalt not be perfect, nor try to be."
2. Thou shalt not try to be all things to all people."
3. Thou shalt leave undone things which “need” to be done."
4. Thou shalt learn to say no."
5. Thou shalt not spread thyself too thin."
6. Thou shall switch off and do nothing regularly."
7. Thou shalt schedule time for thyself."
8. Thou shalt be untidy, inelegant and unattractive at times."
9. Thou shalt not feel guilty."
10. Thou shalt not be thine own worst enemy, but thou shalt be 

thine own best friend." !
adapted from Episcopal Health Ministry    Cheryl Gray
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  The Men’s Study Group meets each 
Wednesday at 7 am in Saint Martin’s 

Library. We start with coffee and 
donuts, then spend an hour in 

discussion of a text of scripture or 
another book. We are reading and 
discussing The Book of Revelation. 

Men from the parish and community 
are welcome to join us.  

Midhour Forum meets on Sunday 
mornings.  We gather in the library at 

9 am for discussion of the day’s 
scripture readings and liturgy, as well 
as contemporary topics. Parishioners 

and visitors are welcome to join us 
for a cup of coffee and conversation. 

Bainbridge Food for Friends Who is 
aided: Local families in need. 

Location: 17826 Chillicothe Road, 
Chagrin Falls Township, OH 44023. 

How we participate: food collection. 
Please bring your contributions to 

church and place them in the wicker 
baskets in the entryway.  Items 

should be nonperishable and within 
date of use. 

Cathedral Meal Program 
(trinitycleveland.org). A Place at the 

Table (APATT). Who is aided: hungry 
Clevelanders. Location:  Trinity 
Cathedral, Cleveland. How we 

participate: a team to helps serve as 
scheduled. Time commitment:  

several hours on a Sunday morning 
as scheduled, to serve a mid day 

meal. Age restrictions: none. Signup 
in the Burroughs Room. 

Help assemble Easter Flowers 
with the ECW at Christ Church, 

Shaker Heights, on Saturday, April 
15, 2017. For information contact 

Cathy Wolford at 440.543.1286.  !
On the Horizon 2017 
Palm Sunday, April 9 

Holy Week, April 10-15 
Maundy Thursday, April 13 

Good Friday, April 14 
Sunday of the Resurrection,  

Easter Day, April 16 
Rogation Sunday Events, May  21 

Annual Picnic, June 11 !

HEALTH & WELLNESS


