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New life has been our springtime theme in Saint Martin’s parish! 
We welcomed six confirmands into the life of our community 
when Bishop William Persell visited in March, we greeted swelling 
crowds at our Easter worship in April, saw the restoration of our 
bell tower in May, deepened our involvement in the Diocesan 
Bicentenary and celebrated the upcoming wedding of seminarians 
Anna Risch and Noah Sutter in a public shower in June. We also 
enjoyed a vibrant annual picnic in June and called The Reverend 
Dr. John A. Cerrato to become our rector!!!
This spring we continued to reach outside our walls through active 
contributions to MedWish, Trinity Cathedral, the 2017 CROP 
Walk, and Bainbridge Food for Friends. Our Daughters of the King 
chapter is taking on new roles of leadership in our diocese. We 
strengthened vestry involvement in our children’s ministry and 
reached for the heights in forming a new youth group. This 
summer seven of our own are transitioning from high school to 
college, from college to career. Congratulations to each of them!!!
Read about these developments and more inside this summer issue 
of our quarterly newsletter The Beacon and on our parish website at 
www.saintmartinschagrinfalls.com.!
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The Beacon!
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To pray the Prayer of Christ, to learn the Mind of Christ, to do the Deeds of Christ

Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church 
6295 Chagrin River Road       
Chagrin Falls Ohio 44022 

440.247.7406 
saintmartinschagrinfalls.com  

saintmartinschagrinfalls@gmail.com 

Holy Eucharist Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 8 am & 10 am 

Admin Office Hours 10 am-2 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Clergy Hours Saturday thru 
Thursday, by appointment is best 

Emergency Pastoral Care 24/7 
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From the Desk of Your Favorite 
Seminarian    !!
This spring has been full of the 
energies and excitements of new 
life. Noah and I finished our first 
year of seminary, attended two 
weddings of dear friends, saw two 
friends get ordained, moved to a 
new neighborhood, and were 
showered with love and generosity 
from the congregation at Saint 
Martin’s at the all-parish wedding 
shower. What an exciting time! I was also part of 
the young adult cohort from the Diocese of Ohio that participated 
in the Pilgrimage of Trust, a weekend in St. Louis put on by the 
brothers of the Taizé community. I wanted to tell you more about 
Taizé and their practices — perhaps some of them will relate to 
you!!!
The Taizé community began in France in 1940, founded by Brother 
Roger, in response to a call to create community and shelter 
refugees amidst the second world war. It grew in hospitality and 
membership, and became an ecumenical monastic order with 
hundreds of brothers today. Over 100,000 young people from 
around the world make pilgrimages to Taizé each year for prayer, 
bible study, sharing, and communal work. !!
Their values center on kindness, simplicity and reconciliation in 
community. Prayer and silence are also a major part of the Taizé 
community. Prayers are sung meditatively, over and over. Simple 
repetitive lines and prayers help make space for worshippers to 
calm down, sink into the sound and meaning, and offer authentic 
and earnest prayers.  At our retreat in St. Louis, there was a 
wonderful orchestra embellishing and supporting the voices of 
over 600 young adults chanting prayers in unison. We also recited 
the Lord’s Prayer and other scriptural passages during the services. 
Instead of a sermon or homily, a period of sustained silence is kept. 
This again is a way to quiet our minds and distractions, and enter 
into connection with the Divine. !!
In my busy spring, this pilgrimage was a much-needed respite and 
reminder to slough off the worries that distract me, and connect 
deeply with God through prayer, worship, and centered silence. I 
encourage you all to do what is best for you to connect with the 
Divine, and to check out the Taizé community: www.taize.fr/en. !!
Anna Risch!
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Called to be Rector!!
The Reverend Dr. John A. 
Cerrato has accepted the 
unanimous call of the vestry to 
become the sixth rector of Saint 
Martin’s Episcopal Church, 
Chagrin Falls. An election was 
held following a Mutual 
Ministry Review, a meeting 
facilitated by The Reverend 
Canon Percy Grant of the 
Diocese of Ohio, on Monday, 
June 12, 2017. John Cerrato has been serving as 
Priest-in-Charge of the parish since October 2014, a title 
accompanied by the option to be called to a permanent tenure. 
The Executive Committee has drawn up a rector’s Letter of 
Agreement, to which the senior warden and priest will subscribe. !!
A Celebration of New Ministry will be offered, a eucharistic 
service in which Dr. Cerrato will be instituted as rector by our 
bishop. Date and details will be forthcoming. We bid your prayers 
for this new development in the leadership of our church. !
!!
Clergy Notes !!
On Easter weekend, April 15-16, 2017, we were 
delighted to see 237 worshippers in three services. 
On Good Friday, April 14, record numbers 
attended the Chagrin Valley Council of Churches 
Stations of the Cross in Chagrin Falls Village, 
according to Father Dan Schlegel of Holy Angels. 
Norm Roberts, Anna Risch and John Cerrato 
represented our parish in the public readings and the carrying of 
the cross. !!
In May we welcomed to our parish The Reverend Susan 
Crampton and The Reverend Cathy Horton as guest 
celebrants and preachers. Also in May, our priest John Cerrato 
attended (his second) Credo Conference in Delray Beach, Florida, 
a week-long professional development seminar sponsored by the 
Church Pension Group of the Episcopal Church. He also 
participated in the May Diocesan Clergy Conference convened at 
Geneva on the Lake. In June he travelled to the annual conference 
of The Society of Scholar Priests, of which he is an active member, 
in Hartford, Connecticut. !
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Volunteer Staff                             
Alfred KanagaRaj, Service Leaflets 

Cheryl Gray, Parish Nurse 

Ministry Leadership                              

Judy Tremain, Altar Guild 

Karen Swan, Pastoral Care, The 
Daughters of the King 

Nancy McKinley & Jane Albert, 
Parish Life 

Tim Schaaf, Stewardship, Vestry 
Nominations 

John Meade and Karen Gerken, 
Property 

Colleen Deering, Finance 

Merry Petroski and Katie Clark, 
Church School & Children’s Ministry, 

Child Care 

Emily Gielink, Acolytes 

Elizabeth Hays, Women’s Christ 
Care Journeying Group 

Carolyn Downie, Communications 

John Meade & Alfred KanagaRaj, 
Men’s Bible Study Group 

CROP Walk 2017    
Saint Martin’s Team raised over 

$800 for this year’s annual event. 
Thanks be to God for the generosity 

of our parish. !

!!
Hike & A Hotdog at Frohring 

Meadows, Sunday, August 27, after 
church. Bring family, friends and 

pets to the gazebo and join us. 

PARISH & DIOCESE

CROP Walkers 2017

Photo by John Meade
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Congratulations 2017 Graduates!!!
Katherine Clark 
Gilmour Academy!
Gates Mills, Ohio!!
The daughter of Jeremy and Katie Clark, 
Katherine Clark graduated from 
Gilmour Academy on May 28, 2017. In 
her four years at Gilmour, she 
participated in many activities and 
sports, including soccer, gymnastics, 
track and cross country. In addition to sports, Katherine took 
three years of photography at Gilmour and had multiple award 
winning photos, including one photo that went to the Governor's 
Youth Art Exhibition in Columbus. Katherine's hobbies include 
baking, digital photography editing and other opportunities to 
explore her creative side. !
! !
At Saint Martin’s, Katherine has served as an acolyte, helped in 
nursery and helped with the Sunday School. Jeremy is currently 
serving on vestry and has been a reader and chalice bearer for 
many years. Katie has been involved with the Children’s Church 
School for many years.!
! !
Katherine will attend the University of Dayton in the fall, where 
she will study early childhood education. !
!!
Leah Gillespie 
Chagrin Falls High School!
Chagrin Falls, Ohio!!
Leah is the daughter of Kris and Scott 
Gillespie and graduated from Chagrin 
Falls High School on Sunday, June 4, 
2017. Leah is a National Merit Finalist, a 
member of the Cum Laude Society, 
received School Board recognition for 
being in the top 10% of her class, was the 
Spanish Student of the year and a Rotary 
Student of the month. Leah is an 
Advanced Placement Scholar with Distinction. About July 5, she 
will in all likelihood be a National AP Scholar — eight or more AP 
classes with an average score of at least 4.!
! !
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Bishop’s Appeal 2017 Love God. 
Love your neighbor. Change the 
world.  The Episcopal Diocese of 

Ohio, supporting parish outreach 
programs and leadership 

development. For more info see the 
pamphlets on the tables in the 

entryways or visit www.dohio.org. 

ERD Help sustain the church’s 
response in South Sudan where 

over one million persons are 
displaced and 4.9 million are in 

need of humanitarian assistance. 
Visit ERD, Episcopal Relief & 

Development, at 
www.episcopalrelief.org or call 

1.855.312.HEAL. 

Good Company 
is a group of Saint Martin's 

parishioners who have lost spouses 
to death. We meet on the 4th 

Monday of each month for lunch 1 
p.m. at The Burntwood Tavern in 

Chagrin Falls.  Please contact Jane 
Albert at 440-591-5490/

janealbert1@roadrunner.com for 
questions or more information. !

Parishioners’ Prayer Requests   In 
the narthex (church entryway) is a 

prayer request box. Prayer request 
cards can be found on the table. 
Please place your prayer request 

cards in the box, as you are 
prompted. All requests are 

confidential. The request will remain 
on the prayer list for 30 days, unless 

an extension is requested. !
Young Families, Young Adults 

Group is forming. See Ken Porter, 
Anna Risch, John Cerrato for details. !

Twenty-eight parishioners and 
friends were enrolled in the eight-

week Lenten Series “What in the 
World is the Episcopal Church,” 
which met on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays in February-April. !
Special Thanks to our wardens and 

vestry for the restoration of the Saint 
Martin’s bell tower, a project 

completed in May 2017. Plans for 
the repaving of the parking lot 

entryway have been laid, a task we 
hope to see done by the fall. 

MILESTONES

mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
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Leah participated in many activities and sports during her high 
school years.  She was in the marching band, a member of the 
Lincoln Douglas Debate Team, swim team member and on the 
softball team.  Leah was also on crew for three of the high school’s 
musicals.  Leah is a brown/black belt in Kuk Sul Do. She has been a 
volunteer at Rescue Village since 2011. At Saint Martin’s, where she 
was baptized and confirmed, Leah has been an acolyte and lay 
reader.  !
! !
Leah will attend The Ohio State University in the fall and is 
planning to study computer science. Leah will miss her Saint 
Martin’s family, who has watched over her since she was a baby and 
will look forward to seeing us on visits home.  !
!!
Paige Palmer  
Kenston High School!
Chagrin Falls, Ohio!!
The daughter of Todd and Toni 
Palmer, Paige Palmer graduated 
fourth in her class at Kenston High 
School in May 2017, earning magna 
cum laude and honors distinctions. !

Paige has been a Rotary Club Student 
of the Month and was granted 
academic awards in eight honors and 
AP classes. She is also a National 
Merit Commended Scholar and 
received the West Point Leadership Award. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, the Political Action Committee at 
Kenston, and was co-president of the Kenston Business Club. She 
was a participant of Kenston Field Experience in geology. She has 
been a member of the Geauga County United Way Youth Fund 
Distribution Committee and an advocate for the Bainbridge Food 
for Friends. Paige was a member of the Kenston Cross Country 
and Track Teams, earning All-Conference places for several years as 
a scholar athlete. !

At Saint Martin’s, Paige has served as an acolyte and reader for 
many years, and in 2015 was our student representative at the Ohio 
Diocesan Convention. !

Next year, Paige is attending The Ohio State University in the 
honors program, pursuing a degree in Business and English. !

!
!

�5

The Annual Spring Assembly of the 
International Order of the 

Daughters of the King, Diocese of 
Ohio, was held at Trinity Cathedral, 

Cleveland, on March 25, 2017 
(below). Saint Martin’s Chapter 
President and Diocesan Acting 

President Karen Swan writes, “We 
explored ways to facilitate our Rule 

of Prayer in our ‘Closer Walk with 
God’. We remembered Linda 

Graves. We decided we would make 
Episcopal rosaries, naming them 

‘Linda’s Rosaries’, in her memory. We 
shared Eucharist, quiet time and 

opportunities to share and expand 
our prayer tools.”  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Saint Martin’s Youth went Rock 
Climbing in April (below), an event 

organized by Anna Risch. 

!
Foyer Groups are returning in the 

fall. Sign up in August in the 
Burroughs Room. !

Ladies Luncheon at Miss Molly’s Tea 
Room on Thursday, June 29, 2017.  
11 am departure from the church. 

See Linda Bird for details.
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Jack Petroski 
Hocking College 
Nelsonville, Ohio!!
The son of Andrew and Merry 
Petroski of Aurora, John Karl 
Petroski graduated from Hocking 
College on May 6, 2017, with an 
Associate Degree in Applied Business 
Management. While attending school 
in Nelsonville, he contributed his 
time and talents to many productions 
at Stuart’s Opera House and The Templeton Blackburn Memorial 
Auditorium on the Ohio University Campus, as well as the 
Nelsonville Music Fest. !
! !
Jack was baptized at Saint Martin’s on November 3, 1996. He has 
served Saint Martin’s in many ways over the years: as an acolyte, 
lector, VBS counselor and pageant participant, and was confirmed 
here in 2012. As a college student, Jack attended and served in the 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Nelsonville, in the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio. Jack is seeking employment in Live Sound 
Production.!!!
Allie Stack  
Dublin Scioto High School,!
Dublin, Ohio!!
Allie Stack is the daughter of Jennifer 
and Joseph Stack, and the 
granddaughter of Jack and Sandra 
Tittle. Allie is a 2017 cum laude 
graduate of Dublin Scioto High 
School. Allie has many interests 
including biology, a cappella choir and 
Japanese Taiko drumming. Some of 
you will remember Allie from her 
many musical offerings at Saint 
Martin’s. She played violin solos and also guitar with our Early 
Americana group. !!
This summer Allie is studying marine biology at Stone Lab on 
Gibraltar Island, Lake Erie. In July, Dublin Taiko, the group with 
which Allie plays, will be the headliner performing group at a 
convention in Exeter, England. !!
With a tuition scholarship, she will continue her studies at Bowling 
Green State University. !
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Bellwether Farm    Copies of The 
Bellwether Farm Giving Catalog, 

entitled “Outfitting Bellwether  
Farm,” are available in the Burroughs 

Room and on the entryway tables. 
The catalog highlights some of the 
needed materials and furnishings. 

Please consider giving to this most 
important ministry. !

OUR ALL-PARISH BICENTENNIAL 
CROSS PROJECT is becoming more 

exciting as we accumulate unique 
and beautifully crafted pieces for our 
200 Collection (to be displayed and 

sold in late fall). Please prayerfully 
consider lending your talents to this 

project (woodworking, stitching, 
sewing, creating) OR contributing 

from your personal collection.  
Proceeds will be used to purchase a 

sheep for our diocesan Bellwether 
Farm, as well as assisting our parish 

as needed. Questions: Jean 
Schmiege/440-247-7313 or Linda 

Bird/330-968-8353. Thank you! !
BICENTENNIAL NEWS   

There are two easels in the Burroughs 
Room which will display historical and 

current Bicentennial information, 
along with events throughout this 

200th Anniversary year. Displays will 
change from time to time. Our 

diocese has put together a great 
collection of data and photos and 

information.  Please take the time to 
check out the displays!        !

About  60 plus people enjoyed 
fabulous weather and great food at 

our Annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, 
June 11, 2017. Special thanks to our 

Parish Life ministry and to our BBQ 
cooks Tim Schaaf and Paul Castrini 

(below) for all their contributions and 
efforts. Upcoming events of Parish 

Life are listed throughout this issue.  
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Sarah Troutman!
UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy!
Chapel Hill, North Carolina!!
The daughter of Mary Cerrato and the 
stepdaughter of The Reverend John 
Cerrato, Sarah Marie Troutman 
graduated from the University of North 
Carolina Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
with a Doctor of Pharmacy on May 13, 
2017. She was previously inducted into 
the Rho Chi Honor Society in March 
2015 and received her “white coat” in a 
ceremony in April 2016. Among her field 
rotations, she worked in Saint 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, at the FDA, Silver Spring, 
Maryland, at GlaxoSmithKline, Durham, and in clinics in 
Greensboro and Greenville, North Carolina. She served an 
internship at United Therapeutics, Durham, and subsequently was 
employed as a clinical scientist. Sarah holds an undergraduate 
degree from Davidson College, North Carolina (2010) and is an 
alum of the Lawrenceville School, New Jersey (2006). Prior to 
pharmacy school, she was granted a three-year research fellowship, 
assisting in a pharmacology lab at the National Institutes of Health 
in Bethesda, Maryland.!
! !
Sarah plans to complete a two year fellowship at Genentech, Inc., a 
subsidiary of Roche, administered through Rutgers University. She 
recently moved to San Francisco with Kipling, her Australian 
Labradoodle, who has appointed himself the new director of 
neighborhood reconnaissance. !
!!
Caroline Ware!
Kenston High School!
Chagrin Falls, Ohio!!
The daughter of Rob Ware and 
Victoria Ware, Caroline Ware 
graduated with honors from Kenston 
High School in May 2017. While at 
Kenston, Caroline participated in 
many activities, most significantly in 
soccer. She was a member of the 
varsity soccer team and was a 
recipient of the Girls’ Soccer 
Coaches’ Award in 2015. Caroline also 
received Kenston High School’s Academic Award for Exceptional 
Character for the 2015-16 academic year.  !
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!
On Sunday, June 4, following the 10 
a.m. service of Holy Eucharist, about 
80 people joined with our Parish Life 

ministry and our clergy and staff to 
celebrate an All Parish Wedding 

Shower (below) for our seminarian 
Anna Risch and her fiancé, 

seminarian Noah Sutter. It was no 
less than an outpouring of love and 

respect for the couple, as they 
received gifts from parishioners and 

enjoyed a feast of luncheon foods 
and desserts. Congratulations to 

Anna and Noah, who will be married 
in July. We wish them every blessing.  

!
Congratulations to those confirmed 

in the Episcopal Church by Bishop 
William Persell on Sunday, March 26: 

Ken Porter, Valli Porter, Jean 
Schmiege, Ben Streicher and Nick 

Streicher (below) and Greg Streicher. 

!!
Rally Day is Sunday, September 10, 

2017. Join us for our picnic and 
ministry celebration after the 10 a.m. 

service of Holy Eucharist.

Photo by Anna Risch
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Caroline has always been interested in the outdoors. She 
completed a three-week Outward Bound course in the boundary 
waters of Minnesota in 2015, and she was selected to attend the 
Sewanee Environmental Institute at Sewanee University in 2016. 
Caroline is also a gifted artist, and her works have been selected 
for several art shows. She received an honorable mention at the 
Lake County and Geauga County Art Show. At Saint Martin’s, 
Caroline has been a member of the Youth Group and served as an 
acolyte and a lector.!
! !
She is planning to attend Augsburg College in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, beginning in January 2018.  She is currently living and 
working in St. Paul, Minnesota.!!

!
How do I talk to 

someone suffering 
from Alzheimer’s?!

This positive physical approach is taken from the literature of the 
Alzheimer’s Association by Cheryl Gray, our Parish Nurse.!

1. Approach from the front with a pleasant expression. 
By coming from the front, it is easy to make eye contact, 
and a smile provides an opportunity for more successful 
communication, as well as lessening the risk of surprise.!

2. Go slowly. Those with dementia may process information 
very slowly. Even if we do not run up to them, it may feel 
that way to them.  As care partners, we sometimes do 
things without asking permission, such as wiping their 
mouths, or brushing crumbs off their clothing.!

3. Move to the side and stay low. When we stand in front 
of a person, it may cause that person to feel trapped, 
forcing confrontation. Getting lower brings individuals to 
the same level and protects each person’s personal space. 

4. Offer your hand with palms up! This is an inviting way 
to say hello and capture an individual’s attention. 

5. Use the individual’s preferred name. Using the 
preferred name will help to cue in the person that you are 
speaking in a positive way. 

6. Wait for a response. Allow time for the individual to 
respond and process information.                   
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  The Men’s Study Group meets each 
Wednesday at 7 am in Saint Martin’s 

Library. We start with coffee and 
donuts, then spend an hour in 

discussion of a text of scripture or 
another book. We are reading and 

discussing The Books of Samuel. 
Men from the parish and community 

are welcome to join us.  

Midhour Forum meets on Sunday 
mornings.  We gather in the library at 

9 am for discussion of the day’s 
scripture readings and liturgy, as well 
as contemporary topics. Parishioners 

and visitors are welcome to join us 
for a cup of coffee and conversation. 

Bainbridge Food for Friends Who is 
aided: Local families in need. 

Location: 17826 Chillicothe Road, 
Chagrin Falls Township, OH 44023. 

How we participate: food collection. 
Please bring your contributions to 

church and place them in the wicker 
baskets in the entryway.  Items 

should be nonperishable and within 
date of use. 

Cathedral Meal Program 
(trinitycleveland.org). A Place at the 

Table (APATT). Who is aided: hungry 
Clevelanders. Location:  Trinity 
Cathedral, Cleveland. How we 

participate: a team to helps serve as 
scheduled. Time commitment:  

several hours on a Sunday morning 
as scheduled, to serve a mid day 

meal. Age restrictions: none. Signup 
in the Burroughs Room. 

NAMI Poets, A Poetry Peer Group 
for People with Mental Illness, starts 

6/28 @ 8:30 pm. Meets on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month in our 

library. No need to register. !
On Wednesday, June 28, Saint 

Martin's DOK is hosting a Diocesan 
Meeting with the DOK National 

President Susan O’Brien. Officers 
from the chapters will be attending. !
Evening Prayer will be offered  at 7 

pm, June 28, at Saint Martin’s. All 
parishioners are welcome to join us.

HEALTH & WELLNESS


