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Journey and Conversion Text 1: The Parable of the Prodigal (NRSV) 
Luke 15: 11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and 
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the 
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate.#
# 25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been 
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came 
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to 
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and 
has been found.’”#!
Journey and Conversion Text 2: The Conversion of Saul 
Acts 9:9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as 
he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the 
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.#
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 
praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the 
chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 
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instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people 
of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So 
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.#!
Confession and Calling in the Fourth Gospel: John the Prophet and His Disciples 
John 1:19 This is the testimony given by John when the Judeans sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am 
not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness,‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.#
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing 
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing.#
# 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.”#
# 35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched 
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 
“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and 
they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be 
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).#
# 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 
he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, 
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”


