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Youth Confirmation
Anna Sutterisch
Ten young people have met for 14 
weeks in Christian formation classes 
to prepare for confirmation. The 
group has had discussions and 
assignments around a wide variety of 
topics, including Biblical literacy, the 
trinity, the sacraments, sin, suffering, 
church history and the saints. These 
young people are beyond thoughtful, 
creative, and insightful, and it has 
been a great pleasure to grow alongside of them as they continue 
their relationship to God and the church. One important thing to 
emphasize is that confirmation is neither a beginning nor an 
ending, but a significant rite of passage in the life of these 
individuals and our parish as they willingly make their public 
proclamation of faith and are confirmed by Bishop Hollingsworth 
on September 30. Please join us in praying for and celebrating 
those who have participated in our confirmation classes! 

The Beacon
Saint Martin’s Newsletter, Autumn 2018
To know Christ and to make Christ known, restoring all people to unity with God and each other

Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church 
6295 Chagrin River Road       
Chagrin Falls Ohio 44022 

440.247.7406 
saintmartinschagrinfalls.com  

saintmartinschagrinfalls@gmail.com 

Holy Eucharist                            
Sunday 8 am & 10 am 

Admin Office Hours 10 am-2 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday 

Clergy Hours Saturday thru 
Thursday, by appointment is best 

Emergency Pastoral Care 24/7 

Confirmation formation at Saint Martin’s

FORMATION



September 30, 2018

Confirmation Class of 2018
Alexander Newton   Age 13, Chagrin Falls School
Hobby: Hockey
Favorite Saint: Francis, because of his love for nature and animals, which 
is how I experience God. 

Bobby Ware   Age 15, University School
Hobbies: Football and Lacrosse
Mentor: Stuart Crampton
Something I am learning from my mentor: How to incorporate God 
into my life. Why I want to be confirmed: To establish my connection to 
God. Favorite Saint: Saint Sebastian, who shows a lot of bravery, stamina 
and perseverance. 

Emma Davidson   Age 13, Laurel School
Hobbies: Skating, unicycling and music
Mentor: Jean Schmiege
Something I am learning in Confirmation class: How to pray, how to 
help and support other people during hard times, more about God and Jesus 
and the Bible. 

Eric Morrison   Age 14, Chagrin Falls School
Hobbies: Eating tacos! 
Mentor: Karen Swan
Something I am learning from my mentor: I appreciated her coming 
to my graduation from Slovenian School. 

Glen Davidson   Age 15, Gilmour Academy
Hobby: Dirt biking
Mentor: John Cerrato

Jenna Cooper   Age 15, Solon High School
Hobby: Softball
What I’m learning from this class: How to stay connected to God. 

John Cooper   Age 16, Solon High School
Hobby: Track
Mentor: John Meade
What I’m learning from this class: How to find inner peace within 
myself. 

Katherine Cassese   Age 15, Laurel School
Hobby: Rowing
Mentor: Merry Petroski
Something I am learning from my mentor: How to incorporate God 
and my faith into daily life. 

Saint Martin’s, Chagrin Falls, is a parish 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio,    

The Right Reverend Mark 
Hollingsworth, Jr., Bishop 

Priests serving Saint Martin’s                 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Cerrato     

The Reverend Gary A. McElroy 

Seminarian   Anna Sutterisch 

Choir Director   Timothy C. Cochran 

Organist    Renee J. Brown 

Staff serving Saint Martin’s                     
Carol Maye-Botzman, Administrator 

Connie Schaaf, Sexton                 

Church Wardens                                                                                                                                                            
Kristina O. Gillespie, Jeremy Clark  

Vestry                                                                                                    
Linda Bird, Daniel Carter, Esq.                      
Corrine Castrini, Robert Case           

Cyril KanagaRaj                                                     
Merry Petroski, Kenneth Porter                                  

Mary Prince, Jean Schmiege                                                                                                                                    
Greg Streicher                                                

Clint Cassese, Treasurer                  
Byron Hays, Clerk of the Vestry 

Give to Saint Martin’s  The clergy, 
vestry and stewardship ministry ask for 
your financial support of Saint Martin’s 

in 2018. We need to grow financially, 
moving ahead to fund the ministries 

we have come to approve and 
endorse. Please give generously. 

Leah Gillespie instructs Quota, an 
OSU service dog in training
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Molly Miller   Age 16, Chagrin Falls High School
Hobbies: Watercolor, hiking, taking pictures
Mentor: Karen Gerken
Something I am learning from my mentor: The importance of 
community, love and support regardless of religious affiliation. Something 
I am learning in Confirmation class: The moral basis of the Episcopal 
tradition, philosophies regarding the Bible, sin, heaven/hell, and how to 
interpret the Bible. Favorite Saint: Joan of Arc, for her gender and youth, 
and the experiences she had before her martyrdom. 

Sam Gielink   Age 15, Twinsburg High School
Hobby: Marching Band
Mentor: Bob Dippel
Something I am learning from my mentor: How faith can be seen 
every day in many ways! Something I am learning in Confirmation 
class: That my faith can take many shapes, and doesn’t have one specific 
track. Why I want to be confirmed: To make my faith a bigger focus in 
my life. 

Full Communion
Reverend John Cerrato
Five adult parishioners of Saint Martin’s met 
throughout the month of  September 2018 to 
prepare for confirmation, reaffirmation of baptismal 
vows and to be received into the Episcopal Church 
from the Roman Catholic tradition. Our sessions 
focused on scripture, liturgy and the mission of our church. For 
confirmation was Amy Bensen and Debbie Wilson. To be received 
was Donna Sullivan, and to reaffirm Holy Baptism was Rebecca 
Moseley and Rick Wilson. We bid your prayers for each of them as 
they embark on a new stage in their spiritual journeys and wish 
them God’s richest blessings on the path ahead. 

Clergy Notes  & Ministry Review
• Saint Martin’s Chancel Choir holds Thursday night rehearsals 

at 7 pm. If interested in our music ministry, see Tim Cochran.
• DOK Fall Assembly is Saturday, October 6, at Saint Andrew’s 

Church, Cleveland, beginning at 9:30 am. 
• On Sunday, October 7, 2018, Dianne Audrick Smith will be 

our guest speaker in the 10 a.m. service, focusing on the 79th 
General Convention of the Episcopal Church this past July.

• Blessing of Animals is Sunday, October 7, after the 10.

PARISH & DIOCESE

Volunteer Staff                                
Alfred KanagaRaj, Service Leaflets 

Cheryl Gray, Parish Nurse 

Ministry Leadership                             
Judy Tremain, Altar Guild             

Karen Swan, Pastoral Care, The 
Daughters of the King                   

Linda Bird, Corrine Castrini, Jean 
Schmiege, Parish Life                        

Tim Schaaf, Stewardship             
Jeremy Clark, Karen Gerken, Property                                                        

Merry Petroski, Katie Clark,        
Church School & Child Care                                     

Emily Gielink, Acolytes              
Elizabeth Hays, Christ Care          

Carolyn Downie, Communications   
John Meade, Men’s Bible Study    

Anna Sutterisch, Youth Group 

Parishioners’ Prayer Requests   In 
the narthex is a prayer request box. 

All requests are confidential and will 
remain on the list for 30 days, unless 

an extension is requested. 

Saint Martin's Columbarium    
 Inquiries about our columbarium can 

be directed to John Cerrato, or our 
wardens. Information brochures are 

available in the narthex. 

Bellwether Farm   The Giving 
Catalog for our diocesan camp is on 

the entryway tables, highlighting 
needs. Please consider this ministry.    

MedWish signup in the Burroughs 
Room for the next visit. 

Thank you to all who have been 
participating in the on-going paper 

recycling effort by using the blue 
plastic paper recycling containers 

and the metal bin for recycled paper 
in the parking lot.



September 30, 2018

• Inaugural meeting of the Saint Martin’s Poetry Group — 
reading and discussion — will be Monday, October 15, at 7 pm in 
the library. See John Cerrato or Alfred KanagaRaj for info.

• Composting Workshop at Bellwether Farm on Saturday, 
October 20 from 3-6 pm, hosted with RustBelt Riders. 

• Our Fall Grazing Party will happen on Saturday, October 20, 
appetizers at 5:30 pm — home of Carol Munz — and dessert at 
7:30 pm — home of Donna and Ed Kidd.

• The 202nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio will be November 9-10, 2018, at the Cleveland Marriott 
East, Warrensville Heights.

• We will celebrate our 65th Year Anniversary as Saint 
Martin’s (1953-2018) on Saint Martin’s Day, Sunday, November 
11, with a festive 10 am Holy Eucharist, rededication of our 
DOK chapter, followed by a special coffee hour and an unveiling 
of the new Martin Mug!

• Mark your calendars for Jazzy Christmas, a concert with 
Jennifer Cochran and Gateway Band, Friday, December 14!

Type 2 Diabetes
The American Diabetes 
Association guidelines suggest 
most adults over the age of 45 get 
tested for diabetes every three 
years. Type 2 Diabetes does not 
often carry symptoms. Some 
individuals have it for years 
before being diagnosed. When symptoms occur, they may include:

• A bigger appetite
• Weight loss, even though you are eating more
• Fatigue
• Blurry vision
• Increased thirst and urination

If you notice these symptoms, or have not been screened in the 
last three years, your doctor should test you. The biggest risk 
factor is obesity and lack of exercise. Age is also a factor. With 
rheumatoid arthritis, the risk is higher and while being treated 
with corticosteroids for any length of time. It is possible to prevent 
Type 2 Diabetes and sometimes to reverse it by:

• Stay Active — Aim to exercise at least 30 minutes a day.
• Drop extra pounds — Losing 7 to 10% of body weight can make 

a difference.
• Eat healthy — Stick to lean protein, fresh fruit and vegetables, 

some whole grains, as well as healthy fat, like olive oil.
— Cheryl Gr

  The Men’s Study Group meets 
Wednesdays at 7 am in Saint Martin’s 

Library. Enjoying coffee and donuts, 
we are discussing N. T. Wright’s book 

on the Gospel of Mark.  

Bainbridge Food for Friends aids 
local families and is located at 17826 

Chillicothe Road, Chagrin Falls 
Township. We participate with food 

collection. Please place contributions 
in the entryway wagon. Non 

perishables and current date of use. 

Cathedral Meal Program  A Place at 
the Table (APATT) aids hungry 

Clevelanders, located at Trinity 
Cathedral. We participate as a team 

helping as scheduled. Commitment: 
several hours on a Sunday morning 
to serve a mid day meal. Sign up in 

the Burroughs Room. 

Our Bishop’s Appeal 2018                     
supports outreach programs and 
leadership development. See our 

displays or visit www.dohio.org. 

Help ERD sustain the church’s 
response in places needing 

humanitarian assistance. Visit ERD, 
Episcopal Relief & Development, 

episcopalrelief.org. 

Good Company is a group of 
parishioners who have lost spouses 

to death. We meet the 4th Monday of 
each month for lunch 1 p.m. at The 
Burntwood Tavern in Chagrin Falls.  
Contact Jane Albert 440-591-5490 

janealbert1@roadrunner.com. 

Vespers at South Franklin Circle will 
be offered on Sundays, October 21, 

November 18 and December 16 at 4 

Our Burroughs Room Book Counter 
has new books  about our faith and 
community and our Book Cart has 
used books about everything else. 
We are again offering high-quality 

greeting cards for sale in packages 
of 10 for $3. They are available in a 

basket in the Burroughs Room. 

mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
mailto:janealbert1@roadrunner.com
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Some Notes on Martin of Tours 
& his Epoch (c. 316-397)
The Age of Constantine, the Arian Movement and Monasticism

In the attempt to reconstruct the life of a saint, especially one as 
popular as Martin of France, we must take care to distinguish 
between fact and fiction. Hagiographies in the Christian 
tradition tend to embellish and sometimes exaggerate both the 
character and the deeds of their subjects. This is particularly 
true for the life of Martin. Hundreds of churches and schools 
have been named in his honor, not only in France and Europe 
but also throughout the western hemisphere. Popular literature 
blends with legend in the exaltation of this saint, who was 
well-travelled and whose life was occasionally dramatic.

Sources  
The fountainhead of all ancient biography about Martin is the Sacred History, book 2, of Sulpicius 
Severus, a popular writer and a contemporary of Martin. Sulpicius also composed a work entitled On 
the Virtues of Blessed Martin. The latter was written and published in Martin’s lifetime. Also, a letter of 
Sulpicius to a presbyter Eusebius survives. Another to a deacon Aurelius and a third to Bassula, 
speak of Martin’s death. 

Sketch of Martin’s Life 316-397 
In the year 316 Martin was born at Sabaria in Pannonia, now lower Hungary. His father, a tribune in 
the Roman imperial army, was eventually stationed in Pavia, Italy. Neither of Martin’s parents was a 
baptized Christian. During his youth, Martin nevertheless pursued the spiritual life by associating 
with churches and monastic communities. At the age of ten he attempted to become a catechumen 
of the church, apparently against his parents wishes. The tribune denied his son such ethereal 
aspirations. Despite his family’s disapproval and in what must have been an adolescent tug-of-war, 
Martin persisted in his practices of private prayer and learning. 

The Soldier Martin 316-336    
By the age of fifteen his father had enrolled him in the legions as an 
understudy in the officer corps of the cavalry. He served initially for three 
years, until the age of eighteen, then for another three or four, winning 
the trust and respect of his fellow soldiers. He continued to show 
austerity in his Christian practices throughout this phase. During this 
stage can be placed the famous incident of his encounter with the 
freezing beggar. Near the city of Amiens, while traveling with military 
companions, the group was supplicated by a beggar at the gate, to whom 
only Martin responded. Not having any coins, he unsheathed his sword 
and divided his military cloak, giving half to the indigent man. That night, 
as later reported, Christ appeared to him in a dream, wearing the half-
cloak. Martin interpreted the dream as a summons to Christian baptism.

  

OUR PATRONUS
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The Monk Martin 336-370   
About the year 336, Martin visited bishop Hilary of Poitiers, with whom he remained for some 
time. Hilary, a strong advocate of Nicene orthodoxy against Arianism, attempted to ordain Martin a 
deacon but Martin refused, claiming inadequacy. He did accept the office of exorcist. 

During this period Martin felt compelled to return home to Hungary in an attempt to 
convert his parents to Christianity. In crossing the Alps he was captured by a robber band and 
pressed to confess his faith, which he did. Reminiscent of older religious stories, it is said he 
converted the leader of the criminals. Once in Hungary, he succeeded in winning his mother to 
Christ, although his father remained unmoved. He also won other converts in that Arian stronghold 
and was persecuted for his Nicene faith (Prayer Book, 358), finally being forced to flee. 

In returning to the West he traveled through Rome, seeking Hilary there. Bishop Hilary 
was at last recalled to Gaul, for which Martin also set out. Five miles outside the episcopal city of 
Hilary, Martin founded the first monastic community in the province. His cloister became known 
as a model of compassion, humility and charity. 

Bishop Martin 371-397   
In the year 371, Martin was forcibly appointed Bishop of Tours. The 
narrative of his call is amusing, in that several detractors objected to him on 
the grounds of his personal appearance, especially his shabby dress and 
unkempt hair. It is probably impossible to determine if the legend of the 
geese is factual. One of the symbols of Saint Martin throughout the 
centuries, has been the goose. This stems from an anecdote about his having 
attempted to hide from those recruiting him to the episcopacy in a gaggle of 
geese, or behind their pen. Accordingly, the geese honked and gave away 
Martin’s position. Martin had obviously forgotten anything he once knew 
about retreat tactics.

Martin’s service as episcopus was grounded in his monastic practices, especially prayer, 
worship, care for the poor, and an overall emphasis on compassion. He objected strenuously to the 
handling of the case of Priscillian, certainly to its extreme outcome. The bishop Priscillian of Avila 
is remembered as the first heretic to receive the death penalty for his activities, setting the stage for 
the medieval practice. Martin is reported to have broken communion with the officials who 
prosecuted the case and who issued the execution.

A focus of Martin’s ministry as bishop was his mission to convert the non-Christian 
population of his diocese, an outward impetus. This he pursued tirelessly. He died surrounded by 
his clergy, his friends, and his admirers on November 11, 397.

The Legacy of Martin 397-2018   
Martinmas, or Saint Martin’s Day, November 11, is 
celebrated the world over. It is associated with the 
harvest season and includes the blessing of wine, 
grain and pork. Martin remains highly venerated in 
France and along with Denis and Joan of Arc has 
shared the patronage of the country. Countless 
churches have been dedicated to his name. The 
city of Tours is a pilgrimage site along the road to 
Santiago de Compostela. He is considered a 
patron of riders, soldiers, tailors, beggars, geese, 
horses, innkeepers and vintners. Courage, 
compassion and humility are principal virtues expressed by his life. Significantly November 11 is 
also Armistice Day (1918), when the First World War was drawn to a close.

The Reverend Dr. John A. Cerrato


