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Deeply Rooted on Sacred Ground
Jesus of Nazareth taught many truths about the Kingdom of God 
using images of planting and growing. From his early life in the 
lower farmlands of Galilee, he was familiar with the seasons of 
sowing, tending and harvesting. He flourished in an earthy society, 
living close to the cycles of rustic life: birth, growth, death, rebirth. 
His was a world of grain fields, vineyards, orchards and gardens. 
Although his trade was carpentry, he understood and deeply 
appreciated the labors of cultivation. Legend has it that among the 
tools he built as a woodworker were plows for the tilling of the 
local fields. 

Because of Christ’s agrarian teachings, especially his 
parables, our hope of seeing the sovereignty of God at work in our 
lives is often best learned by observing the life cycle in seeds: in 
their birth, their struggle for rootedness, their reaching for the sun 
and wind, their blossoming and bearing fruit. Each year spring 
brings us this commonplace experience. On the spiritual level, our 
springtime celebration of Easter also represents the powerful 
promise of the rebirth of life in the resurrection of the messiah 
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from the dead. His proclamation of a new beginning calls us to 
embrace the same. 

In a poignant comparison, Jesus likens himself and us to 
seed planted in the soil of God’s kingdom. The death he speaks of 
in this context is the self-giving we offer each day as we live our 
lives. 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. (John 12:24-26)

Here the question becomes whether or not we will accept our 
destiny to fall into the ground and identify with Christ’s self-
offering, so that we might be reborn to a greater life? Do we really 
aspire to be deeply rooted on the sacred ground of a life based on 
self-offering? This is one of the great spiritual questions, not only 
of our time but also of all time. May God grant us the grace to 
become more deeply rooted: in God’s word, in God’s Spirit and in 
God’s sacrament and covenant. 

J A Cerrato

Clergy Notes: January—April 2019
• The clergy and people of Saint Martin’s enjoyed a fellowship 

luncheon at the 2019 Annual Meeting of the Parish in the 
Burroughs Room on January 27. Among the many reports 
offered, we also said thank you to departing staffers Carol Maye 
Botzman and Connie Schaaf and welcomed new staffers Michele 
Baskette (Executive Assistant to the Rector) and Maureen 
Bontrager (custodial care). We said thank you to outgoing 
warden Kris Gillespie and welcomed Jeremy Clark and Amanda 
Meitz as our new wardens. Treasurer Clint Cassese reported that 
we ended 2018 making budget, although our current program 
and mission focus is still quite modest. 

• A Saint Martin’s Ash Wednesday Service at South Franklin 
Circle drew 18 worshippers for the Imposition of Ashes and 
Holy Eucharist. Monthly Vespers services are drawing 30-37 
attendees on each occasion. Thanks be to God for this vital and 
growing ministry. 

• Our Lenten Series on The Life of Jesus drew 12-17 attendees 
each Wednesday evening in the season of Lent. 

Thanks be to God
• Special Thanks to Parish Life for their support of the events 

of Lent, Holy Week and Easter, including the Sunday Coffee 
Hours, Shrove Tuesday Supper, the Seder Fellowship Dinner, the 
Blues and Lamentations Concert Reception and the Easter Day 
Reception. 
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Give to Saint Martin’s  The clergy, 
vestry and stewardship ministry ask for 
your financial support of Saint Martin’s 

in 2019. We need to grow financially, 
moving ahead to fund the ministries 

we have come to approve and 
endorse. Please give generously. 

We bid your prayers for those 
elected to Vestry 2019: Amanda Meitz, 

Jean Schmiege and Marilyn Tomiello. 
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• Thank you to all who contributed to 
our Wednesday Lenten Series Dinners 
and to those who organized our 
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt. 

• Special Thanks to our musicians Tim 
Cochran and Renee Brown for their 
musical leadership in Lent, and to our 
Altar Guild for the many additional 
tasks of the season. Thanks to Jennifer 
Cochran and Gateway Band for an 
inspired and inspiring Good Friday 
event. 

• Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the CASA Foster Care 
Collection in Lent, which exceeded 
hopes, and to those who continue to 
support Outreach through Bainbridge 
Food for Friends, Trinity Meals, SOAP 
and MedWish. 

• Thanks to Ken Porter and 
Congregational Development for our 
Easter Yard Signs, promoting Easter 
services, and to all who displayed them.

On the Horizon
• Our chapter of the International 

Order of the Daughters of the 
King has donated $225 to our 
collection for camper scholarships at 
Bellwether Farm this summer. 
Parishioners are encouraged to give 
generously to this effort by placing gifts 
in the offering plates, earmarked 
Bellwether Camper Scholarships. 

• Our Seminarian (2017-2018) Anna 
Sutterisch will be ordained as a 
deacon (to be priested later) on 
Saturday, June 1, 2019, in Trinity 
Cathedral (Time TBA). Save the date!

• Our Annual Parish Picnic will be 
Sunday, June 9, 2019, The Day of 
Pentecost, following the 10 am service 
of Holy Eucharist. All are welcome.

• The Saint Martin’s Poetry Group 
meets monthly. Our next reading is 
Monday, May 13, at 7 pm in the library. 
See John Cerrato for more info. 

The Men’s Study Group meets 
Wednesdays at 7 am in Saint Martin’s 
Library. Enjoying coffee and donuts, 
we are discussing N. T. Wright’s book 
on the Gospel of Mark.  

Bainbridge Food for Friends aids 
local families in need, located at 
17826 Chillicothe Road, Chagrin Falls 
Township. We participate with food 
collection. Please place contributions 
in the entryway wagon and basket. 
Nonperishables and current date of 
use. 

Cathedral Meal Program  A Place at 
the Table (APATT) aids hungry 
Clevelanders, located at Trinity 
Cathedral. We participate as a team 
helping as scheduled. Commitment: 
several hours on a Sunday morning 
to serve a mid day meal. Sign up in 
the Burroughs Room. 

Our Bishop’s Appeal 2019                     
supports outreach programs and 
leadership development. See our 
displays or visit www.dohio.org. 

Help ERD sustain the church’s 
response in places needing 
humanitarian assistance. Visit ERD, 
Episcopal Relief & Development, 
episcopalrelief.org. 

Vespers at South Franklin Circle will 
be offered on Sundays, April 28, and 
May 19 at 4 pm 

Our Burroughs Room Book Counter 
has new books  about our faith and 
community and our Book Cart has 
used books about everything else. 
We are again offering high-quality 
greeting cards for sale in packages 
of 10 for $3. They are available in a 
basket in the Burroughs Room. 

. 

Volunteer Staff                                
Alfred KanagaRaj, Service Leaflets 

Cheryl Gray, Parish Nurse 

Ministry Leadership                             
Judy Tremain, Altar Guild             

Karen Swan, Pastoral Care, The 
Daughters of the King                   

Linda Bird, Corrine Castrini, Jean 
Schmiege, Parish Life                                    

Amanda Meitz, Property                                                        
Katie Clark, Church School                                    

Emily Gielink, Acolytes              
Elizabeth Hays, Christ Care          

Carolyn Downie, Communications   
John Meade, Men’s Bible Study    

Parishioners’ Prayer Requests   In 
the narthex is a prayer request box. 
Prayer request cards can be found 

there. Please place your prayer 
request cards in the box. All requests 

are confidential and will remain on 
the list for 30 days, unless an 

extension is requested. 

Saint Martin's Columbarium    
 Inquiries can be directed to John 

Cerrato. Information is available.    

MedWish signup in the Burroughs 
Room for the next visit. 

Thank you to all who have been 
participating in the on-going paper 

recycling effort by using the blue 
plastic paper recycling containers 

and the metal bin for recycled paper 
in the parking lot. Please help by 

using the new recycling cans in the 
Burroughs Room and downstairs 
kitchen. Items include: flattened 

cardboard, metal cans, plastic bottles, 
glass bottles, jars, dairy and juice 
containers, rinsed and food free. 
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Bellwether Farm offers a traditional overnight summer camp where school-age children can 
immerse themselves in fun, engaging activities. These programs will seek to teach healthy social, 
nutritional, and environmental practices, while providing a safe context in which to encounter 
God’s beautiful creation. All campers will have an opportunity to learn about organic gardening, 
animal care, and creative cooking. They will also participate in traditional camp activities 
including swimming, canoeing, arts and crafts, fishing, field games, and archery. The Bellwether 
Farm staff is invested in the life of every camper, seeking to inspire future generations to become 
passionate leaders in the world around them. Registration opens in January, 2019. 

www.bellwetherfarm.com

Week 1: June 17 - 22: Options for children who have completed grades 1-12

Week 2: June 24 - 29: Options for children who have completed grades 2-12

Week 3: July 1 - 6: Options for children who have completed grades K-12

Week 4: July 8 - 13: Options for children who have completed grades K-12

Week 5: July 15 - 20: Options for children who have completed grades K-12


