
3/24/2020 Gmail - A Message from Bishop Hollingsworth: Latest Updates Regarding the Coronavirus Crisis

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=e234c565e3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1662000424521829929&simpl=msg-f%3A1662000424521829929&… 1/3

John Cerrato <cerrato.ja@gmail.com>

A Message from Bishop Hollingsworth: Latest Updates Regarding the Coronavirus
Crisis
3 messages

Episcopal Diocese of Ohio <jrocha@dohio.org> Mon, Mar 23, 2020 at 7:45 PM
Reply-To: jrocha@dohio.org
To: cerrato.ja@gmail.com

Monday, March 23, 2020
7:45 p.m.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

In the wake of yesterday’s directive from Governor DeWine that all but
essential personnel must stay at home, we continue adjusting to this dramatic
change in pace, connectedness, and emotion. The Fourth Sunday in Lent
revealed a great range of online, live streamed, YouTube, Facebook, Zoom,
and podcast worship events across the Diocese of Ohio, witnessing to the
tenacious desire for Christian community that we share and to the remarkable
creativity of so many in meeting it.

Thanks to the efforts of lay and clergy parochial leadership, all day long there
were options available: services of Morning Prayer, Holy Eucharist, and special
devotions, concluding with Zoom compline for youth and young adults,
arranged by the Rev. Anna Sutterisch. I join your gratitude to all who have
collaborated in this work.

With the increasingly restrictive health guidelines, particularly the stay-at-home
instruction, some have asked about adjustments in providing worship
opportunities. While I leave the decisions about what and how to offer worship
on Sundays and weekdays up to each congregation, I encourage us to move
toward fewer participants being in the same physical place. For those live
streaming or prerecording a service, this may mean reducing the number of
musicians or using previously recorded rather than live music, and limiting the
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number of liturgical participants or linking in contributors from separate venues.
Perhaps Jesus’s words in Matthew 18:20 will provide a helpful target, “Where
two or three are gathered together…” Remember that of equal importance to
continuing this rich collection of worship options is the responsibility to model
the behaviors we have been instructed to employ.

We have set up a new Basecamp page for clergy, wardens, and parish
administrators which is beginning to be populated with helpful information,
listed chronologically and by topic. To make certain that we have accurate
names and emails for your wardens and parish administrators, please fill out
the JotForm linked here.

Clergy should have received this afternoon an invitation from Betty Kondrich to
attend one of three Pastoral Response to Crisis sessions with Jane Freeman,
LISW, scheduled for this Wednesday, March 25, at 1:00, 3:00, and 7:30 pm.
Please sign up for one on a first come basis, as directed in the email.

I reiterate that you are each other’s greatest resource. Reach out to one
another for guidance, support, and companionship with online meetings in your
parish and Mission Area. I have received inspiring reports of Zoom coffee
hours, vestry members and volunteers calling parishioners to touch base, and
coordinated card writing campaigns.

Finally, some have spoken of feeling guilty and helpless when hearing of
friends, loved ones, and others who have been laid off or are suffering more
than they. Of course, the power of evil wants to further isolate us with such
feelings. Remember how Jesus taught that the sun rises and the rain falls on
the just and the unjust equally. The faithful response to these inequities of life
is to feel compassion, not guilt, and to reach out generously in both word and
deed. To paraphrase St. Paul, nothing can separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, nor from one another, if we remain one in
Christ and live into our vocation to be his body in the world.

With every blessing and prayer,

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Ohio

Episcopal Diocese of Ohio | 2230 Euclid Ave, Cleveland, OH 44115

Unsubscribe cerrato.ja@gmail.com

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by jrocha@dohio.org in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IdD0FKv8xpD3slsej2OF9tFBfTe39PyzBq8bbkgyYWJckSagFiQOnC-Gen6WCWO8YcEP3AvGXfxY_ZAjywz8MFsp5tW7QYbhOOGJPvL7lu73NlhzRbeE0wv48q-DrKpcbQ_eOe8vuSprxB7opQZfcX-XPNtcTC7nj102sanD9nE=&c=W677qjbQIfXa6gDvzhTmLs548wdwXtC4sw_vchQ33Z4W8qo7nSTpdg==&ch=MptsFUfCDpqfA96VlppNp223kZN9q1t_oSY019TCu9j_UokHZ0d26A==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2230+Euclid+Ave+,++Cleveland,+OH+44115?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2230+Euclid+Ave+,++Cleveland,+OH+44115?entry=gmail&source=g
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001K68M3n6NxRMRfx7EuTLi7w%3D&ch=ef707140-0160-11e5-add8-d4ae5275b3f6&ca=3679c792-3f0c-4a35-b9cd-c1236968c8f4
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001K68M3n6NxRMRfx7EuTLi7w%3D&ch=ef707140-0160-11e5-add8-d4ae5275b3f6&ca=3679c792-3f0c-4a35-b9cd-c1236968c8f4
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:jrocha@dohio.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

