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Suspension of Public Worship 
Sunday, March 15, 2020, was the last time we gathered together for public worship in Saint 
Martin’s Church (at 8 and 10 am) to say and sing Morning Prayer. About thirty people attended. 
The dangers of the COVID-19 threat were becoming widely known. That evening the clergy and 
leaders of the parishes of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio received a message from our bishop 
The Right Reverend Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., that worship in the churches of the diocese would 
be suspended until further notice. Governor Mike DeWine issued a stay at home order and our 
schools and businesses were closed. Although Ohio is now moving forward with a phased 
reopening of businesses (schools remain closed) the Episcopal Church is not yet ready to offer 
public worship. The diocese has adopted a very cautious approach towards the continuing 
dangers of the pandemic. More on this in the weeks ahead.


Our Servant Leaders 
Our vestry and clergy have met at least six times by teleconference and Zoom since the closing 
of the church. They have monitored the situation within the community and the parish, 
discussing options for maintaining finances and the property during the suspension. Our 
wardens Jeremy Clark and Amanda Meitz have collaborated with assistant Michele Baskette in 
the areas of communication, finances and property care. Our priest John Cerrato has worked 
to communicate with individual parishioners, to develop our online resources and to network 
with the diocese and colleagues in the Chagrin Valley. Currently the ChristCare Journeying 
Group, the Men’s Bible Study, Sunday Prayers and Coffee Hour, the Poetry Group (and Vestry) 
are using Zoom to meet. Pastoral care is also being done via Zoom. Eleven online videos have 
been produced, including seven meditation messages (on the weekly liturgy and scriptures), 
posted on YouTube, Facebook and the parish website. Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and 
Noonday Prayer videos for reading along with the clergy have been made available. Gateway 
Band shared a music video (on our website) for Good Friday. This Week at Saint Martin’s 
(Flocknote Online Circular) goes out each Saturday, as does an email blast to over 140 homes, 
with links to Sunday Prayers and other resources. Welcome to the new normal. 


Financial Stewardship 
We are receiving offering envelopes at the church, especially those mailed in. Thanks to 
everyone for your support. Our finances are fair at the moment, especially given the instability 
and unpredictability of the overall situation. As we move into the summer months, when giving 
usually drops off because of travel and summer vacations, we are concerned for the cash flow 
of our parish. Please remember to send in your offerings and gifts. We welcome your 
generosity, especially in these uncertain days. (St. Martin’s 6295 Chagrin River Rd. Chagrin 
Falls OH 44022)

	 

We bid your prayers for those suffering from this pandemic, directly and indirectly. We bid 
your prayers for our health care workers and our medical communities. We bid your prayers for 
our parish and people. 


